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PROCEEDINGS 

A  T 

The  College  of  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Countefs  of  Huntingdon,  in  Wales. 

relative  to 

Thofe  Students  called  to  go  to  her 
Ladyfhip’s  College  in  Georgia. 

also. 

An  Account  of  their  being  fet  apart  to  the  Work 
of  the  Holy  Miniftry  in  America,  at  Tottenham- 
Court  Chapel  in  London ,  on  Luefday  the  20th  of 
October ,  1772,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shirley  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Piercy.  ^ 

AND  OF 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Piercy’s  Farewel  Sermon,  and 
P astoral  Charge  to  them,  as  Preiident  of 
Georgia  College ,  on  Lower-hill ,  Friday  before  their 
Embarkation. 

likewise 

Some  Account  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Piercy’s  Farewel 
Sermon  to  the  Congregation  in  Tottenham  -  Court 
Chapel,  on  Sunday  the  15th  of  November,  1772. 

- - - - 

In  THREE  LETTERS. 

By  One  who  was  present. 

The  Harojejt  truly  is  plenteous ,  hut  the  Labourers  are  few. 
Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  Harvefl,  that  he  will  fend 
forth  Labourers  into  his  Harveft.  Matih.  ix.  37,  38. 
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College  in  Wales ,  7  Oefr  1772. 

O  U  L  I)  I  hope  in  any  mcafure,  my  dear 
fiicnd,  to  do  juifice  to  the  account  you 
deme  me  to  give  you,  of  what  pall  at  the 
late  meeting  at  Lady  Huntingdon's  College  in  Wales  y 
I  fhould  with  much  pleafure  comply  with  your 
requell;  but  notwithftanding  my  wifli  is,  at  all 
times  to  gratify  you,  the  confcioufnefs  of  my  own 
Liability,  makes  me  undertake  this  with  reludf- 
ance,  as  mere  narratives  of  fa£f  (related  even  in 
the  belt  manner)  are  fo  inadequate  to  convey  any 
feeling  of  the  life  and  power  of  God,  which  at 
the  time  attends  them,  that  I  am  fure  my  poor 
attempts  muff  fall  very  Ihort  indeed.  I  {hall,  how- 
ever,  obey  you,  and  pray  the  bleffed  Mailer  of 
the  feaff,  who  there  fo  gracioully  and  bountifully 
JS&'us  with  childrens  bread,  to  give  you  a  few 
crumbs  from  the  broken  fragments  I  {hall  en¬ 
deavour  to  gather  together  for  your  information. 

The  affairs  refpe&ing  the  College  in  Georgia, 
being  fully  fettled,  Lady  Huntingdon's  intention 
was  t0  carry  into  execution,  that  which  {he  be- 
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lieved  would  mod  effectually  be  the  means  o! 
promoting  the  knowledge  of  Chnft,  in  the  various 
provinces  of  America .  Her  Ladyfhip  propofed  a 
meeting  at  the  College  in  TNales^  that  the  calls  of 
fuch  ftudents  as  offered  themfelves  to  the  work  of 
the  Lord  abroad,  might  be  examined  ;  and  alfo,  for 
more  effectually  planning  out  the  work  in  England, , 
North  and  South  JFales^  and  It  eland  \  and  fettling 
the  College,  by  receiving  or  reje&ing  fuch  new 
ftudents  as  fhould  be  offered.  Befides  the  mini,® 
fters  particularly  intended  to  be  prefent  on  that 
occafion,  all  the  ftudents,  varioufly  engaged  in 
different  parts  of  the  work,  were  appointed  to  be 
there  on  JVednefday ,  October  the  7th ;  the  Friday 
following  being  defigned  as  a  day  of  folemn  de® 
dication  of  thofe  called  to  go  to  America. 

On  Friday ,  Ofiober  the  2d,  Lady  Huntingdon 
fet  out  from  Brljlol ,  accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Shirley ,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Plercy ,  Mr.  Lloyd ,  and  Mr. 
Wtlfon^  &c.  from  Bath.  We  had  a  fine  paffage, 
and  arrived  at  Abergavenny  in  the  evening,  where 
we  met  fix  of  the  ftudents  5  fome  from  the  Col- 
}ege,  to  attend  Lady  Huntingdon  there,  and  others 
on  their  wray  from  various  places,  to  be  prefent 
at  the  meeting  on  the  9th.  Next  morning  we  fet 
C>ut  for  the  College,  and  were  met  on  the  road  by 
feveral  other  ftudents.  It  rained  hard,  and  the 
waters  were  much  out,  which  was  the  only  un® 
pleafant  part  of  our  journey,  either  theie,  or  on 
our  return  ;  but  even  this  had  its  bleffing,  as  wc 
experienced  the  Lord's  faithfulnefs  to  his  Promife, 

«  that  in  palling  through  them,  they  fhould  not 
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overflow  us.”  We  arrived  fafe  at  the  College,  at 
four  o’clock,  on  Saturday  afternoon.  The  flu- 
dents  received  Lady  Huntingdon  and  the  tninifters 
at  the  gate,  with  a  hymn  ;  “  Welcome,  welcome, 
blefled  ferwmts,  &c.”  We  afterwards  dined  :  the 
Itu dents  attended  during  dinner,  and  fung,  “  Ye 
Servants  of  God,  your  Mailer  proclaim,  &c.”  At 
feven  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Coffin,  one  of  the  flu_ 
dents,  preached  from  Ifaiah,  chap.  Ixi.  part  of 
-  the  ill  verfe  ;  “  To  proclaim  liberty  to  the  cap¬ 
tives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that 
are  bound  ?  ”  The  heads  of  his  difcourfe  were, 
ill.  To  whom,  and  to  what,  man  is  in  bondage* 
viz.  fin,  latan,  death  fpiritual  and  temporal  and 
eternal,  the  wrath  of  God  ;  and  Iikewife  in  bon¬ 
dage  under  the  law.  adly.  How  brought  into 
this  bondage,  viz.  by  the  fall,  by  the  power  of 
the  devil,  being  taken  captive  at  his  will,  and  by 
the  allurements  of  fin  and  the  world,  gdly.  The 
nature  of  this  Hate  ;  and  laftl y.  That  the’  Lord 
Jefus  Chrill  proclaims  liberty  to  the  captives. 
After  fupper  the  Hudents  came  in,  and  fung  a 
hymn  or  two,  (which  they  always  did  after  din¬ 
ner  and  fupper )  and  after  prayers,  the  company- 
departed. 

On  Saturday  morning,  at  eight  o’clock,  the 
faci  ament  was  adminillered  in  the  Chapel,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Shirley ,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Piercy  {  M r. 
Shirley  prayed,  and  gave  two  fhort,  but  exceed- 
ingly  fweet  exhortations,  and  Mr,  Piercy  con¬ 
cluded  with  prayer.  At  eleven  o’clock,  fervicc 
begun  j  Mr.  Piercy  read  prayers,  and  Mr.  Shirley 
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preached  from  If  at  ah ,  chap,  xxxiii.  vcife  20,  2 15 
22.  46  Look  upon  Zion  the  city  of  our  loiemni- 
ties  ,  thine  eyes  fhall  fee  J erufale?n  a  quiet  habita¬ 
tion,  a  tabernacle,  that  (hall  not  be  taKen  down  ; 
not  one  of  the  Hakes  thereof  fhall  ever  be  re¬ 
moved,  neither  fhall  any  of  the  cords  thereof  be 
broken  ;  but  there  the  glorious  Lord  will  be  unto 
us  a  place  of  broad  rivers  and  {Learns  ;  wherein 
fhall  go  no  galley  with  oars,  neither  fhall  gallant 
(hips  pafs  thereby  :  for  the  Lord  is  our  judge,  the 
Lord  is  our  lawgiver,  the  Lord  is  our  king,  he 
will  fave  us.,?  It  wras  remarkable,  that  in  the 
morning  Lady  Huntingdon  .opened  the  Bible  at  thofe 
words,  and  was  fo  ftruck  with  the  fweetnefs  and 
blefling  that  was  upon  them,  that  her  Ladyfhip  read 
them  to  more  than  one  perion,  wrho  happened  to 
come  into  the  room.  This  circumftance,  Mr. 
Shirley  was  entirely  ignorant  of,  but  was  fo  parti¬ 
cularly  led  to  that  portion  of  fcripture,  as  to  chufe 
it  for  the  fubjea  of  his  difcourfe,  not  long  be¬ 
fore  he  went  into  the  Chapel,  in  preference  to 
.another  he  had  intended  to  preach  from  ;  and 
from  the  life  and  blefling  there  was  upon  it  and 
him,  it  feemed  as  if  it  had  been  chofen  by  the 
Lord  for  him.  At  four  in  the  afternoon,  Mr, 
Piercy  preached  from  Ifaiahy  chap.  iv.  vci.  5>  6. 
“  And  the  Lord  will  create  upon  every  dwelling- 
place  of  mount  Zim,  and  upon  her  affemblies,  a 
cloud  and  fmoke  by  day,  and  the  fhining  of  a 
flaming  fire  by  night  :  for  upon  ail  the  glory 
fhall  be  a  defence.  And  there  fhall  be  a  taber¬ 
nacle  for  a  fhadow  in  the  day-time  from  the  heat. 
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and  for  a  place  of  refuge,  and  for  a  covert  from 
ftorm  and  from  rain.”  At  feven  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  another  of  the  ftudents  preached  :  he  was 
honoured  by  the  Lord,  in  opening  that  great 
work  now  in  the  Weft  of  England ;  and  was 
likewife  the  firft  of  Lady  Huntingdon' §  ftudents 
who  preached  in  Dublin .  His  text  was,  Romans , 
chap.  viii.  ver.  i.  “  There  is  therefore  now  no 
condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
who  walk  not  after  the  flefh,  but  after  the  Spirit.” 
He  fhewed  in  what  fenfe  a  perfon  might  be  faid 
to  be  in  Chrift  Jefus,  ift.  By  external  profefTion  ; 
and  2dly,  In  reality  and  truth,  by  union,  and  be¬ 
ing  ingrafted  into  Chrift  the  true  vine,  by  living 
faith  :  gdly.  What  are  the  particular  marks  of 
thofe  v/ho  are  in  Chrift,  viz.  they  walk  not  after 
the  flefh,  but  after  the  Spirit  ;  they  delight  in 
God  and  his  ways,  being  created  anew  in  Chrift 
Jefus  ;  old  things  are  palled  away,  and  all  things 
become  new;  they  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit,  love,  joy,  peace,  &c.  and  are  made  wil¬ 
ling  to  take  up  their  crofs,  and  follow  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  whitherfoever  he  goeth  :  4thly,  The 
peculiar  privileges  of  fuch,  to  them  there  is  no 
condemnation,  neither  fhall  there  be  any  at  death, 
or  in  the  day  of  judgment ;  death  being  to  them 
a  mefTenger  of  peace,  and  the  Lord  himfelf  their 
friend  and  guide  through  that  dark  valley,  and 
their  Redeemer  their  judge.  He  then  fpoke  of 
the  caufe  of  this  bleffednefs,  and  why  there  was 
no  condemnation  to  fuch ;  namely,  becaufe  they 
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were  living  members  of  Chrift  their  living  nead,, 
who  lived  and  died  for  them  :  and  then  concluded 
with  a  very  clofe  application  and  exhortation  to 
thofe  who  were  thus  delivered  ;  and  tnen,  to 
thofe  who  ftill  remained  under  condemnation. 
After  this,  Lady  Huntingdon  went  into  the  ftudy, 
and  laid  before  the  ftudents  the  caufe  of  the  prefent 
meeting,  more  particularly  than  they  had  yet  been 
informed  of  it ;  together  with  the  nature  of  the  in¬ 
tended  eftabliihment  of  a  college  in  Georgia  :  this 
Ihe  did  in  a  few  words,  and  the  fimpleft  manner 
poffible,  and  unattended  with  any  thing  that  could 
in  the  leaft  biafs  their  minds  in  favour  of  going  ; 
on  the  contrary,  fhe  fet  their  difficulties  before 
them,  with  the  fulleft  affurances  at  the  fame  time, 
that  fhe  had  no  wifh  for  any  one  of  them  to  take 
a  fingle  ftep  in  it,  farther  than  their  hearts  were 
clearly  drawn  to  it  by  the  Lord  ;  and  that  her 
kindeft  care  and  protection  would  alike  at  all 
times  be  over  thofe  who  flayed,  as  well  as  thofe 
who  went  j  and  earneflly  intreated  them  to  make 
it  a  matter  of  fervent  prayer  to  the  Lord,  that  he 
would  fhew  them  his  mind  and  will  concerning 
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On  Monday  morning,  Mr.  Shirley  administered 
the  facrament  at  eight  o’clock,  and  gave  a  very 
fweet  exhortation,  chiefly  on  thefe  words  of  our 
Lord,  “  Remember  me.”  After  breakfaft,  Lady 
Huntingdon y  with  Mr.  Shirley  and  Mr.  Piercy ,  went 
to  the  iludy,  where  the  ftudents  were  all  met. 

Mr.  Shirley  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer, 
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and' after  a  very  clofe  faithful  exhortation  and  ap¬ 
plication  to  their  hearts  by  Mr.  P/my,  their  various 
calls  for  America  were  examined  into,  and  earned: 
prayer  to  the  Lord  to  make  the  matter  clear  to 
them.  At  eleven  o’clock,  another  of  the  fludents 
preached  in  the  Chapel,  from  Phil  chap.  iii. 
ver.  8.  “  Yea,  doubtlefs,  and  I  count  all  things 
but  lofs  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord  ;  for  whom  I  have  fuffered 
the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them  but  drofs* 
that  I  may  win  Chrift.”  Atfeven  in  the  evening, 
Mr.  John  Jones  (a  ftudent)  preached  from  Pfalm 
lxxiii.  ver.  28.  “  It  is  good  for  me  to  draw  near  to 
God.”  He  fhewed,  hrft,  what  it  was  to  draw* 
near  to  God,  and  that  it  muff  be  by  faith,  and 
likewife,  from  the  Spirit  of  God  convincing  a 
foul  of  its  own  inability,  and  total  incapacity 
to  fave  or  help  itfelf. :  2dly,  The  advantages  of 
drawing  near  to  God  \  they  {hall  renew  their 
{Length,  they  {hall  not  be  alhamed,  nor  con¬ 
founded,  'world  without  end  ;  the  Lord  will  hear 
and  anfwer  them,  give  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  out 
of  his  fulnefs  they  {hall  receive  grace  for  grace  : 
He,  3<ily,  preft'ed  very  ftrongly  the  neceftity  of 
drawing- near  to  God,  as  from  their  own  wants 
and  ignorance,  there  was  an  utter  impoftibility 
of  their  ever  being,  by  any  other  means,  de¬ 
voted  to  him,  and  that  without  it,  they  mull 
likewife  inevitably  perifli  for  ever.  His  fermon 
was  very  lively ;  and  as  foon  as  he  had  hnilhed, 
Mr.  Newbone  (another  ftudent)  preached  from 
I  Peter  1  chap.  iv.  ver.  3,  4,  “  Blefled  be  the 
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God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifty? 
which,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath 
begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by  the 
icfurrection  from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance  in¬ 
corruptible  and  undefiled,  and  which  fadeth  not 
away,  referred  in  heaven  for  you,”  The  gene¬ 
ral  heads  on  which  he  fpoke,  were  thefe  ;  iff. 
The  bleflednefs  of  thofe  who  were  thus  begotten 
into  a  lively  hope,  which  hope  fprung  from  a 
living  faith,  being  born  again,  and  adopted  into 
the  family  of  God ;  2dly,  The  moving  caufe  of 
this  blefl'ednefs,  the  abundant  mercy  of  God, 
by  the  refurredlion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  (on  which 
he  fpoke  moil  fweetly;)  and,  laftly,  The  end, 
viz.  that  we  might  receive  an  inheritance.  And 
after  fpeaking  on  the  firft  part  of  the  text,. 
u  blefied  be  the  Lord,”  concluded  with  an  ap¬ 
plication.  The  whole  difcourfe  was  indeed  very 
excellent,  and  much  to  be  approved. 

Tuefday  morning,  the  facrament  was  admi- 
nidered  at  the  ufual  hour :  Mr.  Piercy  fpoke 
chiefly  on  devotednefs  of  heart  to  God,  and. 
Mr.  Shirley  prayed.  There  was  afterwards  a 
meeting  on  bufinefs  in  the  fhidy,  which  begun 
and  ended  with  prayer  and  fmging ;  and  at  four 
in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Shirley  preached  from  Adis^ 
chap.  xxvi.  ver.  i6„  “  I  have  appeared  unto  thee 
for  this  purpofe,  to  make  thee  a  minider  and 
a  witnefs,  both  of  this  thing  which  thou  hafl: 
feen,  and  of  thofe  things  in  the  which  I  will 
appear  unto  thee.”  He  fpake.  particularly  on 
the  two  offices  to  which  Saint  Paul  was  called, 
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a  mimfter  and  a  witnefs ,  and  very  clofely  on  the 
abfolute  neceftity  there  was  for  a  witnefs,  moft 
fully  and  effectually  to  know  the  matter  he  writ~ 
neffed ;  and  concluded  with  a  fuitable  applica¬ 
tion,  fir  ft,  to  thofe  prefent,  who  were  called  to 
the  miniftry,  and  then  to  the  congregation  in 
general,  as  private  chriftians.  In  the  evening, 
^r;  Thomas  Jones  (a  ftudent)  preached  from 
ValaK  chap.  xlv.  ver.  17.  «  But  Jfrael  ftall 
be  laved  with  an  everlafting  falvation  ;  and  ye 
fhall  not  be  afhamed  nor  confounded,  world 
without  end.  5  He  fpoke  principally  on  who 
were  the  Ifrael  of  God,  and  that  all  who  with 
juftice  could  be  fo  called,  were  made  fuch  by 
the  application  of  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  by  being  made  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the 
inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light;  and  in  his 
application,  called  on  all  prefent  to  examine 
themfelves,  how  far  they  were  of  this  number  : 
and  concluded,  by  (hewing  the  greatnefs  of  the 
falvation  through  life  and  at  death.  The  fer- 
mon  wTas  in  itfelf  good,  but  the  unction  that 
was  on  the  young  man  himfelf,  and  what  he 
faid,  was  fo  fuperior  to  any  thing  that  the  words 
he  fpoke  could  make  it,  that  it  was  remarked, 
and  I  believe  ftrongly  felt  by  all,  and  conveyed 
to  me  very  ftrongly  the  meaning  of  thefe  words, 

“  great  grace  was  upon  them.”  Though  I 
mention  this  particularly  of  him,  as  it  very 
much  ftruck  me,  I  may  with  great  truth  put  it 
(as  it  ftands  in  feripture)  “  Great  grace  was 
upon  them  #//;”  for  indeed  it  was  fo,  as  there 
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■*vas  not  any  of  thofe  young  men,  who  preached 
during  our  ftay  there,  who  did  not  appear  to 
have  the  Lord  very  prefent  with  them,  and  to 
Hand  as  fo  many  living  witneffes  for  the  power 
of  that  God,  “  who  chufeth  the  weak  things 
of  this  world,  to  confound  the  things  which  are 
mighty,  and  the  things  which  are  delpiied, 
(I  pray  God,  neither  you  nor  I  may  he  ever  of 
that  number  who  defpife  fuch)  and  things  which 
sire  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  are, 
that  no  flefh  fthould  glory  in  his  prefence.”  In 
the  evening,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Glafcot ,  the  Re¬ 
verend  Mr.  Croft ,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Eccles ,  and 
feveral  others,  arrived  at  the  College ;  likewife, 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Glafebrook . 

On  Wedneftlay  morning,  the  Rev.  Air.  Shirley , 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Glafcot ,  adminiftered  the  fa- 
crament :  Mr.  Glafcot  gave  a  very  fweet  exhor¬ 
tation,  and  Mr.  Shirley  prayed.  At  four  in  the 
afternoon,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Piercy  preached  a  very- 
excellent  and  maflerly  fermon,  from  Ephefians , 
chap.  iii.  ver.  8.  cc  Unto  me,  who  am  Ids  than 
the  lead  of  all  faints,  is  this  grace  given,  that 
I  fhould  preach  among  the  Gentiles  the  un¬ 
searchable  riches  of  Chrift.”  In  the  evening, 
Mr.  Roberts  (a  ftudent)  preached  from  Galatians , 
chap.  iv.  ver.  5*  To  redeem  them  that  weic 
under  the  law,  that  we  might  receive  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  fons.”  He  fpoke  well,  and  very  fully, 
on  the  ftate  of  man  by  nature,  and  as  under  the 
law,  and  under  the  curfe  ;  on  the  end  of  Chrift  s 
coming,  to  redeem  them  from  this  dreadful  ftate. 


and  then  on  the  glory  of  the  adoption.  As 
foon  as  fermon  was  over,  three  new  fludents, , 
who  offered  themfelves,  were  examined  in  the 
fludy. 

On  Thurfday ,  Mr.  Shirley  and  Mr.  Piercy 
adminiflered  the  facrament  ;  and  at  eleven 
o’clock,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Glafcbrook  (a  fludent, 
educated  in  the  College,  and  now  in  orders) 
preached  from  thofe  words,  This  man  re- 
ceiveth  Tinners,”  Luke  xv*-  ver.  2,  This  fermon 
I  did  not  hear.  In  the  forenoon,  there  was  a 
meeting  in  the  fludy,  which,  as  ufual,  begun 
and  ended  with  prayer  and  finging.  The  calls  • 
of  fuch  fludents,  as  had  arrived  later  at  the 
College  than  others,  on  account  of  the  dif-  • 
tances  of  the  places  they  had  been  labouring 
in,  were  fully  examined  in  regard  to  America  5  , 
and  the  names  of  all  thofe  who  were  fatisfiecL 
from  the  leadings  and  calls  of  the  Lord  on  - 
their  hearts,  that  it  was  his  appointed  place 
for  them,  were  fet  down,  viz.  Mr.  John  Cojfon ,  * 
Mr.  William  White >  Mr.  Jofeph  Cooke ,  Mr. 
Daniel  Roberts ,  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  Mr.  Thomas  • 
Hill,  and  Mr.  Lewis  Richards .  After  this,  , 
the  miniflers  entered  into  a  particular  exami¬ 
nation  of  their  principles  and  doctrines,  and 
had  the  fatisfadlion  of  finding  them  as  much 
united  in  heart  and  mind  with  each  other,  as 
they  were  like  to  be  in  their  labours.  They 
then  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  fome 
young  men,  who  offered  themfelves  as  ftu-** 
dents  i  after  which  the  meeting  ended.  At. 
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fevcn  In  the  evening,  Mr.  Thomas  Hill  (a  ft  ar¬ 
dent)  preached  from  Ezek.  chap,  xxxiv.  ver.  16. 

I  will  feek  that  which  was  loft,  I  will  bring 
gain  that  which  was  driven  away,  and  will 
bind’  up  that  which  was  broken,  and  will 
ftrengthen  that  which  was  Tick ;  but  I  will 
deftroy  the  fat  and  the  ftrong,  I  will  feed  them 
with  judgment.”  I  wifti  I  could  recollect  the 
heads  of  this  fermon  ;  but,  befides  their  having 
efcaped  my  memory,  (though  I  was  much 
pleafed  at  the  time)  I  have  fwelled  this  account 
fo  much  beyond  the  bounds  of  a  letter,  that  I 
tnuft  haften  to  give  you  an  account  of  what  I 
may  call  the  great,  day  of  our  feaft,  which, 
though  a  day  never  to  be  forgotten,  yet  I  am 
the  lefs  able  to  give  you  a  fatisfadfory  account 
,  than  any  other  day,,  during  the  whole  time, 
the  blefting  that  was  over  the  whole  is  better, 
felt  than  deferibed. 

¥ 

In  the  morning  we  met  at  the  ufual  hour  for 
the  facramcnt,  which  was  adminiftered  by  the 
Rev.  Mr,.  Shirley  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Piercy ; 
the  ftudents  to  be  -devoted  to  God  for  the  work 
in  America ,  flood  yin  the  front  of  the  table ;  and 
after  the  communion-ferviee  was  read,  and  the 
elements  confecrated,  Mr.  Piercy  add  relied  him- 
felf  in  a  mod  ftriking  and  ufeful  exhortation  to 
the  ftudents,  and  with  much  faithfulnefs,  mod, 
clofely  applied  to  their  hearts  and  conferences,, 
not  only  the  neceftity  of  their  being  given  up  to 
God,  as  private  chriftians,  and  for  their  own 
fouls  fake,  but  how  much  more  was  conncdled 
7  with 


of 


**  r  ' 
*4.0 


[  i3  ] 

With,  and  included  in,  that  mod  folemn  dedi¬ 
cation  of  themfelves,  as  called  of  God,  and 
fent  forth  by  him  as  his  ambaffadors  to  a  loft 
world.  He  laid  before  them,  in  the  ftrongeft  man¬ 
ner  pofhble,  the  trials,  temptations,  dangers, 
and  harafhips  of  various  kinds,  they  mud  expedl 
to  meet  with,  if  they  were  found  faithful  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  Lord  whitherfoever  he  went ;  and 
earnedly  exhorted  them  before  they  devoted 
themfelves  at  his  table,  and  there  fealed  them¬ 
felves  his  fervants  for  thofe  particular  purpofes, 
that  they  would  well  examine  their  hearts,  as  in 
the  prefence  of  God,  and  that  if  there  were  any 
confcious  referves  there,  any  drawing  back  from 
the  Lord,  or  the  calls  they  had  profeded,  or  that 
any  among  them  was  fearful  or  faint-hearted, 
begged  they  would  withdraw.  At  the  fame  time 
exhorted  fuch  to  take  courage,  whofe  doubts 
might  only  arife  from  a  fenfe  of  their  own  weak- 
nefs,  by  fetting  forth  the  power  of  the  Lord, 
as  able  to  carry  them  through  all,  and  enable 
them  to  finifh  their  courfe  with  joy.  He  then 
prayed,  and  after  adminiftering  the  facrament  to 
the  clergy  who  were  prefent,  gave  it  to  the  feven 
ftudents.  The  awful  foiemnity  that  appeared  upon 
their  countenances,  and  that  might  eafily  be  feen 
to  be  upon  their  hearts,  and  indeed  over  the 
whole  congregation,  I  am  not  able  to  expreis  • 
but  I  believe  there  was  none  prefent  who  did  not 
feel  it,  and  v very  few,  if  any,  who  did  not  fhed 
tears  on  the  occafion.  The  other  ftudents,  Lady 
Huntingdon ,  and  the  reft  of  the  congregation, 
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then  received  j  after  which,  Air.  Shirley  turned  to 
the  American  ftudents,  exprefled  the  comfort  and 
joy  it  gave  him,  to  fee  the  readinefs  with  which . 
they  offered  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  willing  facrifice  they  made  of  all 
that  was  moll:  near  and  dear  to  them,  for  his 
fake;  and  in  the  mofl  tender  and  affedionate 
manner,  not  only  exhorted,  but  encouraged  them 
to  go  on  fioiii  iiie  views,  both  of  the  power  and 
the  love  of  then  blefled  Lord  and  Afaffer  ;  which 
he  fpoke  of  with  fuch  feeling,  as  to  draw  tears 
of  love  from  their  eyes.  Mr.  Glafcot ,  likewife, 
fpoke  mofl  fweetly  to  them,  with  much  life  and 
fimplicity  of  fpirit,  and  mentioned  a  circumftance 
which  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of,  as  I  think 
it  was  a  pretty  thought.  It  was  of  one  of  the 
American  provinces,  the  device  of  whofe  great 
feal  is  a  poor  Indian  boy,  with  a  label  in  his 
hand,  with  thefe  words,  “  Come  over  and  help 
us.”  After  finging,  &c.  Mr.  Piercy  concluded 
the  whole  with  prayer.  At  eleven  o’clock,  fer¬ 
vice  began  in  the  Chapel,  and  Mr.  Shirley 
preached  from  Judges ,  ch.  v.  ver.  i,  2.  “  Then- 
fang  Deborah  and  Barak  the  fon  of  Abinoam ,  on 
that  day,  faying,  Praife  ye  the  Lord  for  the 
avenging  of  Ifrael,  when  the  people  willingly 
offered  themfelves.”  Mr.  John  Harris  afterwards 
preached  in  TVelJh ,  which,  by  the  help  of  his  fon 
as  an  interpreter,  we  underftood  :  his  text  was 
Rom.  chap.  ix.  ver.  15.  «  Ye  have  not  received 
the  fpirit  of  bondage  again  to  fear,  but  ye  have 
received  the  fpirit  ol  adoption,  whereby  we  erv, 
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Abba,  Father.”  From  this  time  until  dinner,* 
(and  indeed,  I  believe  even  then)  the  Chapel; 
was  never  empty,  as  the  ftudents,  who  were 
fo  Toon  to  leave  their  friends,  and  many  of  them 
their  fpiritual  children  in  that  part  of  the  world. 


perhaps  never  to  meet  again  on  earth,  continued 
praying,,,  finging,  and  exhorting  by  turns;  and 
the  poor  dear  JVelfh  people,  all  on  their  knees 


and  in  teais,  and  fome  of  them  crying,  and 


praying  for  the  ftudents  aloud.  I  went  into  the 
Chapel,  and  though  I  could  not:  underftand  what 
they  faid,  I  was  fo  overcome  by  their  feeming 
diftrefs,  that  I  could  not  ftay.  At  three  o’clock, 
Mr.  Piercy  preached  from  2  Tim.  chap.  iv.  ver.  5, 
u  But  watch  thou  in  all  things,  endure  afflic¬ 
tions,  do  the  work  of  an  evangelift,  make  full 
proof  of  thy  miniftry.”  And  at  fix,  Mr.  Glafcot 
preached  from  Jude ,  ver.  21.  “  Keep  yourfelves 
in  the  love  of  God,  looking  for  the  mercy  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  unto  eternal  life.”  This  very 
blefted  day  concluded  with  a  Love-I'eaft.  Alter 
finging  and  prayer,  Mr.  Shirley  and  Mr.  Piercy 
exhorted,  and  fpoke  fuitably  to  the  occafion. 
Mr.  John  Harris ,  likewife,  fpoke  both  in  Englijh 
and  JVelJh^  and  with  that  power  and  life  he  is 
io  particularly  blefted  with.  The  whole  concluded 
very  happily  with  prayer  and  finging. 

On  Saturday  morning,  Mr.  Glafcot  and  Mr. 
Glafebrook  adminiftered  the  facrament  5  and  after 
part  of  the  forenoon  being  fpent  in  the  ftudy,  in 
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been  greatly  Hefted  at  Hull  in  Yorhjhtre)  preached 
a  very  excellent  fermon  indeed,  from  Matth , 
chap.  xxii.  ver.  n.  “  Friend,  how  earned:  thou 
in  hither,  not  having  on  a  wedding  garment  r” 
At  fix  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Richards  (a  ftudent) 
preached  from  i  Pet.  chap.  iv.  ver.  17,  18.  “  For 
the  time  is  come,  that  judgment  mull  begin  at 
the  houfe  of  God  ;  and  if  the  righteous  fcarcely 
be  fayed,  where  fnall  the  ungodly  and  (inner  ap¬ 
pear?”  He  fpoke  both  in  Weljh  and  Englijh ;  and 
the  great  fweetnefs  and  fimplicity  of  his  fpirit, 
much  more  than  made  up  for  any  deficiencies 
which  the  moll  critical  hearer  might  find,  from 
his  being  little  accullomed  to  preach  in  Englijh. 
Mr.  Cooke  (another  ftudent)  afterwards  went  to 
prayer,  as  it  was  too  late  to  preach. 

t  Sunday  morning,  Mr.  Shirley  and  Mr.  Piercy. 
admimftered  the  facrament ;  and  at  ten  o’clock, 
Mr.  Shirley  preached  from  John,  chap,  xviii! 
ver.  36.  “  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.”' 
And  immediately  after  him,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  preached  in  Weljh ,  and  a  little  Englijh,  from 
Ifaiah,  chap,  xxviii.  ver.  16.  “  He  that  believeth' 
fliail  not  make  halts.”  ri  he  reft  c-5  the  fore¬ 
noon  was  fpent  much  as  it  was  on  Friday,  among 
the  poor  people,  viz.  in  prayers  and  tears  for  the 
ftudents,  who  exhorted  them  with  much  life  and' 
faithfulnefs.  I  never  fo  much  wiflied  to  under- 
lland  Weljh  as  then,  particularly  in  a  prayer  of 
Mr.  Richards  (the  ftudent)  which  fcsmcd  to 
bpring  from  fuch  earnellnefs  of  fpirit,  and  fo  ex¬ 
ceedingly  to  bow  down  and  overcome  all  thofe 
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who  unaerftood  him,  that  though  many  who 
Could  not  get  in,  flood  without  the  door,  I  hoped- 
to  find  an  interpreter  among  them,  but  failed  in 
my  attempt,  on  account  of  the  great  eagernefs 
each  had  to  attend  for  his  own  profit.  At  three 
in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Piercy  preached  from  Exod . 
chap.  xiv..  ver.  15.  “  Speak  unto  the  children  of 
Jfirael ,  that  they  go  forward.”  At  five,  Mr.  John 
Harris  preached  in  Weljh ;  and  between  fix  and 
feven,  Mr.  Glafcot  preached  from  Gal .  chap.  iv. 
ver.  6.  44  Becaufe  ye  are  fons,  God  hath  fent 
forth  the  fpirit  of  his  Son  into  your  hearts, 
crying,  Abba,  Father.” 

On  ALonday ,  the  12th,  the  {ludents  dedicated 
for  America ,  let  out  from  the  College  in  Wales , 
for  London ,  and  were  received  by  Mr.  Keen  at 
the  Tabernacle-Houfe,  and  with  great  and  un- 
in  eakable  love  by  all  Mr.  White  field's  friends  ;  a 
fho  wer  cf  grace  feemed  to  delcend  upon  them 
and  the  congregations,  and  continued  during  all 
the  various  miniilrations  on  this  occafion. 

On  Sunday y  October  the  18th,  Mr.  Shirley 
preached  at  Tottenham-Gourt ,  from  Ails  xxvi.  17, 
18.  44  I  fend  thee  to  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn 
them  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power 
of  Satan  unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  fo.r- 
givenefs  of  fins,  and  inheritance  among  them 
which  are  fandtified  by  faith  that  is  in  me.”  At 
three  o’clock  Mr.  Piercy  preached  at  the  fame 
place,  from  Matth .  xiii.  31,  32.  44  The  kingdom 
of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  grain  of  muftard-feed, 
which  a  mail  took  and  fowed  in  his  field,  which. 
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indeed  is  die  leaft  of  all  feeds,  but  when  it  is* 
grown,  it  is  the  greateft  among  herbs,  and  be- 
cometh  a  tree  ;  fo  that  the  birds  of  the  air  come 
and  lodge  in  the  branches  thereof.”  At  half  an 
hour  after  five  Mr.  Piercy  preached  at  the  Taber¬ 
nacle,  from  Afts  xx.  24.  “  None  of  thefe  things- 
move  me,  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  my— 
felf,  fo  that  I  might  finifh  my  courfe  with  joy, 
and  the  miniftry  which  I  have  received  of  the 
Lord  Jel us,  to  teflify  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of 
God.” 

I  will  now  attempt  giving  you  feme  account 
of  the  blefied  opportunities  I  have  enjoyed  this 
week,  on  the  dedication  of  the  young  fludents 
who  are  going  to  America . 

Gn  Tuejday  morning,  one  of  them  (Mr.  Hill)' 
preached  at  Tottenham  Chapel,  from  the  laft  verfe 
of  the  xxviith  of  Ifaiah :  64  And  it  fhall  come 
to  pafs  in  that  day,  that  the  great  trumpet  fhall.' 
be  blown,  and  they  fhall  come  which  were  ready- 
to  perifh  in  the  land  of  AJJyria  ”  And  moft 
fweetly  he  fhewed,  that  the  trumpet  of  the  gofpel 
was  now  founding  in  all  lands  ;  that  though  the 
Lord  made  ufe  of  different  trumpets ;  fome  who- 
for  their  eloquence  might  be  called  filver  trumpets, 
and  others  for  their  weaknefs  might  be  only  rams- 
horns  ;  yet  the  power  of  God  was  equally  manifeft- 
ed  in  the  pulling  down  the  ftrong-hoids  of  fin,  and 
turning  them  from  darknefs  unto  light.  Happy 
fhould  I  be  to  remember  the  fweet  words  he  fpoke 
to  them,  who  felt  themfelves  ready  to  perifh  ;  de- 
claringthe  free  invitation  they  had  to  come  to  Jefus, 

and 
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and  his  power  and  willingnefs  to  draw  them  to  him. 
On  Tuefday  evening  was  the  time  appointed  for 
the  folemn  dedication  of  thefe  feven  young  men 
to  the  work  of  the  roiniftry,  when  there  was  a 
general  facrament  :  a  more  folemn,  and  affedting 
fight  I  never  faw...  The  young  men  were  dreft 
in  their  college  gowns,  and  fat  in  the  front  of  the 
green-feat,  Lady  Huntingdon  at  their  head  ;  Mr. 
Piercy ,  Mr.  Shirley ,  Mr.  Owen ,  and  Mr.  Greeny 
were  the  minifcers.  Mr.  Piercy.  began  by  telling 
the  congregation  the  occafion  of  their  meeting ; 
•and  after,  in  a  moft  ftriking  manner,  reprefen  ted 
to  the  young  men,  the  greatnef^  of  the  work  they* 
were  called  to,  the  innumerable  difficulties  they  muft 
expect  to  encounter ;  that  they  mu  ft  go  with  their 
lives  in  their  hands,  ready  to  facriike  them  when¬ 
ever  their  Lord  fhould  call  them  to  it ;  that  they 
were  now  about  to  devote  themfelves  to  the  Lord, 
to  fpread  his  name  in  foreign  climes,  to  be  inftru- 
ments  in  his  hands  of  calling  in  his  eledl ;  that 
for  this  glorious  hope,  they  muft  give  up  all, 
ev?ry  relation  both  of  nature  and  grace,  and  fol¬ 
low  the  Lamb  whitherfoever  his  footfteps  lead 
them  :  that  when  once  they  had  undertaken  this, 
arduous  work,  in  the  prefence  of  God,  angels, , 
and  men,  and  the  whole  congregation,.,  not  to, 
turn  back  like  Lot's  wife,  left  they  perifhed  with 
a  worfe  deftrudfion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord. 
In  fhort,  he  gave  us  fuch  an  idea  of  what  it  was 
to  be  devoted  in  body,  foul,  and  fpirit,  as  was 
enough  to  make  one  tremble.  On  the  other 

hand,  he  fpoke  moft  fweetly  to  them,  of  what  the. 
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Lord  had  provided  for  their  fupport  and  encou¬ 
ragement,  not  only  in  refpecl  to  the  glory  that 
fhould  be  revealed,  but  even  in  their  prefent  work. 
He  told  them,  if  they  were  call  into  prifon, 
the  Lord  would  be  with  them,  as  with  Jofeph  ; 
were  they  call  into  the  fiery  furnace,  the  Son  of 
God  would  walk  with*  them  there,  and  reftrain 
the  lire,  that  their  very  raiment  fhould  not  be 
finged,  nor  even  the  fmell  of  the  fire  pafs  upon 
them  ;  were  they  caff  into  the  den  of  lions,  the 
Lord  had  a  bridle  for  their  jaws,  and  would  re¬ 
train  them  from  hurting  them.  He  then  ad- 
dr  e  fed  himfelf  to  the  congregation,  begging  their 
prayers  for  himfelf  and  the  fludents,  declaring  to 
us,  that  though  we  were  not  called,  like  them,  to 
tatce  up  our  crofs,  and  bear  it  beyond  fea  ;  yet  we 
had  and  muff  equally  take  it  up,  if  we  would  be 
true  followers  of  a  crucified  jefus  :  that  we  mull 
daily  feel  a  crucifixion  to  the  world,  to  all  its 
honours,  and  all  its  maxims,  if  we  would  be 
Chrift’s  in  reality.  He  then  afked  us,  what  we- 
had  forfaken  for  Chrifr  ?  Had  we  forfaken  our  fir  , 
our  lulls,  our-  reputation,  our  eafe,  our  felf- in¬ 
dulgence,  and  every  thing,  as  far  as  it  hood  in 
any  competition  with  Chrift  ?  He  finilhed  with 
2  mo  ft  ardent  and  powerful  prayer;  and  I  never 
beheld  any  thing  more  affedled  than  himfelf  was. 
Mr.  Piercy  then  adminiftered  the  facrament  to  the 
Undents.  Mr.  Shirley ,  with  the  tendernefs  of  his 
heart,  manifefling  itfelf  in  his  tearful  eyes,  ad- 
drefled  himfelf  to  the  fludents,  to  offer  them  all 
the  comforts  their  flute  allowed  of.  He  told  them, 

their 
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their  Hate  was  far  preferable  to  thofe  who  had 
gone  before  them,  as  their  PredecefTor  had  paved 
a  way,  and  had  prepared  a  place  for  them,  and 
the  hearts  of  many  people  were  open  to  receive 
them  ;  and  fpoke  many  fweet  and  comfortable 
things  to  them,  much  the  fame  as  before,  and 
prayed.  Thefe  exhortations  and  prayers  were 
intermixed  with  hymns  fung  by  the  fludents. 
Your  heart  would  have  been  like  melting  wax,  to 
have  feen  thefe  feven  devoted  young  creatures 
Hand  with  the  moft  determined  refolution,  to 
iufter,  and  fpend,  and  be  fpent  in  the  caufe  of  God  ; 
.and  at  the  fame  time  feeling  the  parting  with 
.their  native  land,  their  relations,  friends,  and 
Patronefs,  with  the  mod:  tender  concern  :  I  hope 
I  fhall  not  foon  forget  it.  The  facrament  was 
afterwards  adminiftered  to  the  cono-reo-ation,  and 
,the  ordinance  much  enlivened  the  whole  time,  by 
.many  fweet  hymns,  and  Mr.  Plercy  fpeaking  upon 
them.  The  Solemnity  ended  about  ten  o’clock ; 
and  a  fweeter  evening  I  never  fpent.  Praife  the 
Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits  ! 

On  Wednefday  evening  we  had  a  Love-Feafi:  at 
the  Tabernacle  :  the  crowd  the  preceding  even¬ 
ing  was  only  to  be  exceeded  by  this.  After  an 
hymn,  Mr.  Plercy  made  an  exhortation  on  love. 
He  told  us,  the  whole  of  our  falvation  was  the 
work  of  love;  that  the  love  cf  the  Father  had 
planned  it  before  the  world  began  ;  that  love 
caufed  the  Son  to  execute  it  in  time  ;  and  the 
Holy  Ghofi:  teftified  of  the  love  of  the  Triune- 
God,  in  our  hearts  ;  that  he  that  dwelleth  in 

love. 


■  I  <ln  iVif 


I  '  HI 


t  22  ] 

love,  dwell  eth  in  God,  and  God  in  him  ;  that 
it  was  for  this  caufe  we  were  now  aflembled 
together,  to  eat  bread,  and  drink  water,  in  token 
'of  hearts  being  united  together  in  love  to  our 
Head,  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  to  one  another  ; 
that  it  was  particularly  appointed  at  this  feafon, 
for  thofe  dear  young  men,  who  were  now 
putting  their  lives  in  their  hands,  to  fpread  the 
Redeemer’s  praife,  and  to  call  in  his  banifhed 
ones.  He  then  turned  to  them,  and  exhorted 
them  mod:  awfully,  to  continue  in  the  work  they 
had  undertaken  ;  he  exhorted  them  in  the  mod: 
perfuadve  manner,  to  continue  in  love  one  with 
another ;  and  warned  them  againd  the  tempta^- 
lions  the  devil  might  put  in  their  way,  to  break 
the  bond  of  love  if  poflible  ;  and  guarded  them 
againd:  entertaining  hard  thoughts  of  one  another, 
envying  one  another’s  fuperior  fuccefs  or  gifts;  and 
if  even  their  divine  Mader  fhould  put  more  abun¬ 
dant  honour  on  fome  more  than  others,  yet  they 
fhould  be  watchful  againd  a  contemptuous  thought 
of  their  brother  ;  aduring  them,  in  fo  doing  they 
would  provoke  God  to  refume  his  own  gifts.  He 
warned  them  in  a  mod  awful  manner,  to  be  fin- 
eere  in  what  they  were  about ;  aduring  them,  if 
there  was  one  not  found  in  heart,  himfelf  and  that 
Whole  congregation  would  be  a  fwift  witnefs 
againd  him  in  the  day  of  judgment.  Think, 
my  dear,  what  an  awful  idea,  of  praying,  eating, 
and  drinking  with  thefe  dear  young  men  in  token 
of  love,  and  then  appearing  againd  them.  After 
this,  they  dood  up,  and  declared  how  the  Lord 
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had  won  them  to  dedicate  themfelves  to  him,  by 
different  man ifeftat ions  of  himfelf  unto  them. 
Their  experiences  were  delightful  to  hear,  and 
fweetly  and  ufefully  did  they  fpeak  to  us.  I 
long  to  give  you  fome  account  of  what  they  faid  ; 
but  as  there  were  feven  that  fpoke,  it  would  take  up 
too  much  paper  for  me  to  lend  you  at  prefent* 
Particulars  I  hope  to  write  you  next  week. 

I  am,  &c* 
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Y  dearefl-  friend,  I  make  no  apology  for 
refuming  the  fubjedd  of  my  laft  letter. 
I  know  you  have  too  ftrong  a  fenfe  of  the  need 
of  falvaiion  yourfelf,  not  to  be  interefced  in  a 
■work  carrying  on  for  that  joyful  found  being  car¬ 
ried  to  the  utmofl  parts  of  the  earth  ;  and  too 
much  love  for  thofe  who  have  undertaken  it,  not 
to  with  to  know  a  little  of  it.  I  am  particularly 
angry  with,  and  afhamed  of  myfelf,  that  I  can¬ 
not  remember  all  the  experiences  of  the  fludents, 
to  Aend  you  a  better  account  \  but  if  I  can  meet 
with  any  body  to  converfe  with,  you  fhall  have  a 
better.  One  of  them  was  brought  into  the  very 
deepefl  defpair,  infomuch  that  he  was  once  tempted 
to  take  up  a  fword  to  kill  himfelf  j  but  the  Lord 
in  mercy  faved  him  from  that  defperate  add,  and  he 
came  up  to  London ,  and  frequented  many  meetings, 
but  found  no  relief :  at  laft  he  went  to  St.  Dun- 
ftan  s,  and  heard  Mr.  1 Romanic  preach  on  Dent.  iv. 
4*  h:  e  that  did  cleave  unto  the  Lord  your  God, 
are  alive  every  one  of  you  at  this  day.”  He  knew 
he  had  cleaved  unto  the  Lord  his  God,  but  could 
not  find  he  had  eternal  life  ;  till  foon  after,  walk¬ 
ing  along  Great  Shieen-Jlrcet ,  he  had  thefe  words 
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fo  imprefTed  on  his  heart,  “  I  have  loved  thee 
wnh  an  everlafting  love,  therefore  with  loving 
(cindnefs  have  I  drawn  thee that  being  filled  with 
peace,  he  has  gone  on  his  way  rejoicing.  There 
was  another,  who  was  awakened  at  fifteen  and 
went  on  for  five  years  finning  againft  light  and  love, 
until  at  laft  he  concluded  himfelf  quite  a  reprobate  - 
when  the  Lord  in  the  depth  of  his  mifery  fpoke 
hfe  into  him,  but  has  entirely  forgot  by  what 
fcripture.  They  all  fpoke  mold  feelingly  of  the 
love  ot  Jefus,  and  recommended  him  as  the  only 
objeft  worthy  our  purfuit.  Thus  happily  we 
pent  the  evening,  until  near  eleven  o’clock. 
And  furely  this  week,  I  do  think  I  have  (and  I 
hope  all  have  experienced  the  fame)  had  fome 
little^  foretafte  of  the  happinefs  of  anvels  and 
g  orined  fpints.  If  with  hearts  united  in  love  to 
one  another,  and  to  Jefus  their  common  Saviour 
to  be  continually  finging  his  praifes,  and  enjoyin’ 
his  prefence,  be  heaven,  furely  fomething  of  this 

has  been  brought  down  to  our  fouls  °in  thefe 
meetings. 
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Thvrfday  morning  we  met  again,  at  feven,  iit 
Chapel.  Another  ftudent,  Mr.  Roberts ,  preach¬ 
ed.  His  text  was,  “  My  grace  is  fufficient  for 
tnee.  He  preached  exceeding  fweet ;  many 
ftriking  things  he  fpoke  on  the  Rofe  of  Sharon, 
m  inviting  all  who  felt  their  need  of  Jefus,  to 
come  to  him  ;  that  the  Saviour  was  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  all  that  came  to  him  ;  that  he  was  called  the 
Rofe  of  Sharon,  or  the  rofe  of  the  field,  becaufe 
he  grew  common  for  all ;  “  whofoever  will,  may 
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pluck  this  rofe,”  not  fhut  up  in  the  gardens  of 
the  great,  where  none  but  illuftrious  people  might 
be  benefited  by  it,  but  it  grew  in  the  lowly  val¬ 
ley,  where  the  pooreft  foul  might  partake  of  its 
fragrancy.  In  the  evening,  Mr.  Shirley  preached, 
and  took  his  leave  of  the  ftudents,  upon  Ifaiab , 
xxv.  ver.  6,  7,  8.  44  And  in  this  mountain  fhall 
the  Lord  of  hofts,&c.”  He  fhewed,  that  this  moun¬ 
tain,  fignified  the  church  of  God ;  that  the  images 
made  ufe  of,  were  the  things  efteemed  moil  ex¬ 
cellent  on  earth,  and  were  emblems  of  the  rich 
fpiritual  feaft  God  had  provided,  viz.  pardon  and 
peace  through  the  blood  of  Jefus  ;  and  earneftly 
invited  all  who  felt  their  need,  to  come  freely  and 
partake  of  this  feaft ;  44  whofoever  will,  let  him 
come  and  take  of  the  waters  of  life  freely.”  He 
fpoke  of  the  various  kinds  of  vails  that  overfpread 
all  hearts  ;  the  vail  of  fin,  the  vail  of  unbelief, 
the  vail  of  felf-righteoufnefs  :  when  once  made 
fenfible  of  this,  we  ftiould  find  it  too  narrow  to 
wrap  ourfelves  in  :  the  vail  of  human  wifdom, 
which  while  we  remained  in,  we  muft  continue 
fools,  and  great  fools  too.  He  then  fweetly 
opened  the  latter  end  of  his  text,  that  thefe  hlef- 
fings  were  throughout  eternity:  that  the  believer 
need  not  fear  being  deprived  of  them  by  death, 
for  the  Lord  Jefus  had  fwallowed  up  death  in 
vidlory.  He  concluded  his  fubjeS,  with  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  the  promifes  to  all  believers,  from  the 
immutability  of  God’s  word,  who  had  fpokcn  it  y 
and  then  took  a  tnoft  affectionate  leave  of  the  ftu¬ 
dents. 

On 
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On  Friday ,  Mr.  Piercy  preached  on  Tower- 
Hill.  There  was  a  little  fcaffold  ere&ed  for  the 
pulpit,  on  which  fcaffold,  before  the  pulpit,  fat 
the  ftudents.  The  text  was,  “  Go  ye  into  all 
the  world,  and  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  crea¬ 
ture,  &c.”  1  here  was  an  innumerable  number  of 
people.  The  fermon  was  exceeding  awful  and 
fine  :  he  fet  forth  the  ftate  we  were  to  be  faved 
from,  and  the  glorious  falvation  that  was  to  be 
fieely  beftowed  on  them  tnat  believe  5  the  nailery 
of  thole  who  died  without  this  great  falvation* 
and  the  real  blellednefs  of  being  interefted  in  it* 
The  ftudents  went  from  thence  to  the  fhip,  and 
took  poffellion  of  their  cabbins,  with  prayer  and 
hymns,  and  Mr.  Piercy  with  them.  1  have  ft  nee 
heard,  that  one  ol  the  moft  hardened  fcofFers* 
who  made  a  noife  for  fome  time,  was  quite  melt- 
eu  down,  and  followed  them  weeping  quite  to  the 
ftiip.  In  the  evening  we  went  to  the  Tabernacle; 
there  were  two  fermons  preached  in  Weljh :  the 
firft  was  by  Mr.  Jones ,  from  We  preach  not 
ourfelves,  but  Chrift  Jefus  and  he  mixed  a  lit¬ 
tle  Englijh  with  it,  very  fweet,  and  much  to  the 
purpofe  :  he  fpoke  alfo  with  a  great  feeling  of  the 
love  of  Jelus.  Mr.  Roberts  then  preached,  but 
ufed  no  Englijh  ;  but  I  was  happy  in  being  peiv 
mitted  to  be  even  in  one  houfe  with  thefe  precious 
fouls,  and  joining  in  heart  with  them. 

Saturday  morning  we  met  at  the  Chapel ;  an¬ 
other  ftudent  preached,  Mr.  CoJJbn :  I  felt  his 
fermon  moft  of  all ;  the  text  w'as,  c<  My  Beloved 
is  mine,  and  I  am  his.”  Firft,  Our  beloved  was 
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ours,  by  the  gift  of  the  Father  ;  ci  God  fo  loved 
the  world,  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Sen,  &c.” 
Secondly,  By  the  gift  of  himfelf,  cc  he  gave  his 
life  a  ranfom  for  many;”  Thirdly,  By  poffeftion, 
without  which,  all  the  reft  was  nothing  wTorth  ; 
that  he  muft  be  revealed  in  our  hearts  by  faith  ; 
and  very  ftrong  he  was  on  our  perfonal  knowledge 
of  it  for  ourfelves.  He  brought  the  parable  of  the 
ftrong  man  armed,  and  appealed  to  us,  if  it  were 
pofiible  for  a  ftronger  than  he  to  come,  and  he 
not  know  it,  and  take  from  him  all  his  armour 
wherein  he  trufted,  and  divide  the  fpoil,  and  we 
to  continue  infenfible  of  the  great  change  palled 
upon  him  or  us  :  that  Chrift  taking  the  pofleftion 
•of  the  heart,  could  alone  give  us  victory  and 
ft rength  ;  that  he  came  to  fave  his  people  from 
their  fins,  that  he  reigns  King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords,  and  more  particularly  King  of 
faints  :  that  it  was  irn  pofiible  to  fay,  “  My  Be¬ 
loved  is  mine,”  without  being  a  faint ;  therefore, 
-he  was  given  to  be  our  prieft,  our  king,  our  fa- 
crifice,  our  fcape-goat,  that  was  to  carry  our  fins 
into  the  land  of  forgetfulnefs,  where  they  would 
never,  never,  never  be  remembered  more :  that  he 
was  given  to  be  our  prophet  :  that  as  Chrift  was 
given  to  be  ours,  by  the  Father’s  gift,  fo  were  we 
Chrift’s  by  the  fame  gift,  “  thine  they  were,  and 
thou  gavel!  them  me  y”  purchafed  by  his  precious 
blood,  made  the  temples  of  the  Ifolv  Ghoft,  and 
by  a  daily  furrender  of  ourfelves  to  him.  He  was 
exceeding  fweet  in  his  inference,  if  Chrift  was 
ours,  all  was  ours,  his  blood  was  ours,  whereto 
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we  might  go,  as  a  fountain  opened  for  fin  and 
uncleannefs,  his  righteoufnefs  was  ours,  wherein 
we  flood  compleat  before  the  Father,  his  fpirit 
was  ours,  every  blefiing  in  time  and  eternity  was 
ours.  Glorioufiy  did  he  fpeak  of  the  promifes, 
and  was  much  enlarged  in  prayer. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a  facrament  at  Tot- 
tenham-Court  Chapel.  Mr.  Piercy  fpoke  moff 
fweetly  in  his  exhortation,  much  the  fame  in  fub- 
ffance  with  the  lafl,  hill  entreating  our  prayers 
for  the  young  men,  and  exhorting  us  to  furrender 
ourfelves,  body,  foul,  and  fpirit,  to  live  to  our 
Redeemer’s  glory,  and  to  be  holy  facrifices  to  him 
during  the  adminiflration.  He  fpoke  mofl  delight¬ 
fully,  and  led  us  through  the  fcene  of  our  Lord’s 
fufFerings,  from  the  garden  of  Gethfemane ,  where 
he  bore  the  load  of  his  Father’s  wrath  for  our 
tranfgreffion  ;  from  thence  to  the  judgment  hall, 
where  he  was  fo  cruelly  and  defpitefully  ufed  ; 
and  at  lafl  to  his  mofl  painful  and  ignominious 
death.  This  view  of  our  Lord’s  fufferino-s,  at 
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the  time  we  were  eating  that  body  which  was 
given  for  us,  and  drinking  that  blood  which  was 
fhed  for  us,  to  make  us,  whofe  fins  were  as  fear- 
let,  white  as  fnow,  was  delightful.  O  !  how  I 
wifhed  for  you  :  what  would  I  give  to  be  the 
means  of  tranfmitting  to  you  a  tafle  of  the  blifs  I 
enjoyed  in  thefe  meetings  this  week,  and  that 
evening.  May  the  Lord  fupply  them  to  you,  by 
the  power  of  his  own  fpirit,  ihedding  abroad  his 
love  in  your  heart. 
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On  Sunday  ’  morning,  Mrs.  Carteret  and  Mrs. 
Cavendijb ,  carried  me  to  Woolwich ,  and  excepting, 
the  time  for  neceftary  refrefhmcnt,  the  whole  day 
was  fpent  in  the  fervice  of  our  God.  Before  the 
fervice,  the  ftudents  fung  two  hymns,  afterwards 
there  was  fervice  and  v  facrament.  Mr.  Piercy 
preached  on  Canticles ,  “  Who  is  {he  that  looketh 
forth  as  the  morn,  fair  as  the  moon,  terrible  as, 
&c.”  He  was  exceeding  fweet  in  deferibing  the 
glory  of  the  believing  foul,  and  the  conqueft  fhe 
fhould  obtain  from  her  glorious  head  \  took  a 
Tnoft  affecting  leave  of  the  people,  who  feem  a 
ferious  lively  congregation.  He  pleaded  clofely 
with  thofe  who  had  fat  under  his  miniflry,  with¬ 
out  ever  having  had  their  hearts  renewed.  The 
whole  was  very  affe (Sling.  We  went  to  an  Inn 
at  Woolwich ,  where  a  dinner  was  provided.  The 
dear  {Indents  then  fung  a  hymn,  and  we  drove  to 
the  Tabernacle,  which  we  found  fo  amazingly 
filled,  that  had  it  been  any  body  but  Lady  Hun¬ 
tingdon  and  her  fuite,  it  would  have  been  impof- 
fible  to  get  in.  Mr.  Piercy  preached  from  thefe 
words,  Afk  of  me,  and  I  will  give  you  the 
heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  See.”  He  clearly 
{hewed  the  love  and  mercy  of  the  Saviour,  in 
afking  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance ;  not  to 
deflroy  them,  but  to  fave  them  ;  not  to  call 
them  into  hell,  but  to  be  his  portion  for  ever. 
He  then  referred  to  the  errand  of  the  ftu¬ 
dents,  begging  their  prayers,  and  pleaded  with 
the  carelefs,  as  if  he  thought  it  the  laft  time  he 
might  ever  meet  them  until  the  judgment  day. 

When 
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When  fermon  was  ended,  each  of  the  dear  ftu- 
dents  got  up  into  the  pulpit,  and  each  of  them 
took  leave  of  us  in  fo  fimple,  fo  affedfionate, 
and  fo  tender  a  manner,  it  would  have  made 
vour  heart  bleed  to  have  heard  them.  Their 

j 

fpeeches  in  general  were  fhort,  and  much  the 
lame  in  fubftance.  They  exprefted,  fince  they 
had  been  in  London ,  that  they  had  found  much 
of  the  love  and  power  of  God  reft  upon  their 
own  fouls  ;  for  which  they  had  been  led  to 
think  the  people  had  been  much  in  prayer  for 
them  ;  thanked  them  for  their  love,  as  they 
had  received  many  offers  of  prefents,  and  notos 
and  letters  from  them  ;  begged  their  prayers ; 
and  all  faid,  they  never  expedfed  to  fee  us 
again  ;  many  fpoke  with  the  greateft  gratitude 
of  the  Countefs  of  Huntingdon ,  but  without 
a  ftudied  fpeech,  or  any  thing  that  might 
look  like  flattery.  Mr.  Coffin ,  who  had  been 
longeft  at  the  College,  fpoke  firft,  and  recom¬ 
mended  her  Ladyfhip  to  the  people’s  prayers, 
and  faid,  it  aimoft  broke  his  heart  to  part 
with  her.  One,  whofe  name  is  Richards ,  a 
fweet  young  man,  fpoke  moft  meltingly  through¬ 
out  the  whole  ;  and  Mr.  Roberts  ended  his  with, 
what  now  can  I  do  for  you,  but  commit  you 
into  the  hands  of  Jefus ;  if  I  had  a  dearer 
friend,  I  would  commit  you  to  him,  but  I 
know  of  none  who  will  have  fuch  a  tender 
concern  lor  you.  To-day  the  dear  youths  are 
to  let  oft ;  tne  Lord,  I  hope,  will  be  their 
conftant  companion,  fpeak  the  tempeft  into  a 
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calm,  and  bring  them  unto  the  haven  where 
they  would  be.  O  !  may  the  Lord  prepare  all 
hearts  to  receive  them,  and  the  bleffed  mefTage 
they  have  to  deliver  ;  may  he  raife  them  up 
fathers  and  friends  inllead  of  thofe  they  leave 
behind;  or  rather  may  he  hiinfelf  be  father, 
mother,  brother,  friend,  and  their  all.  After 
having  fpent  much  time  with  them,  and  en¬ 
joyed  the  nappinefs  of  their  lociety,  you  Tnuft 
not  wonder  if  my  heart  is  full  of  them. 

'J  hus,  my  dear  friend,  I  have  attempted  to 
gtve  you  a  very  im perfect  account  of  what  is 
going  on  here,  and  afhamed  I  am  it  is  fo  very 
l  ime,  and  that  it  will  give  you  fo  poor  an  idea 
of  the  happinefs  we  enjoy,  to  whom  the  Lord  has 
vouchfafed  the  liberty  to  make  one  at  thefe  glo¬ 
rious  meetings :  I  never  fo  much  wifhed  for  a 
clear  retentive  memory  as  at  prefent.  I  mull  not 
omit  telling  you,  that  each  time  the  ftudents  have 
pleached,  there  have  been  notes  put  up  next 

meeting,  to  return  thanks  for  bleffings  under 
th  eir  miniflry. 

Ivly  deal  eft  friend,  lafl  night  was,  indeed,  what 
my  filler  calls  the  Methodijl  Jubilee  ;  and  i  readily 
adopt  her  expreif  on,  as  it  was  truly  fo  to  me,  and  I 
veiily  believe  to  all  who  with  their  hearts  partook  of 
the  feafl  of  fat  things  fo  amply  provided  for  them. 

It  was  the  happieft  week  ever  fpent.  May  you  and 
I,  my  dearef:  Iriend,  enjoy  the  prefence  and  love 
°\  God  to  ali  eternity,  as  I  have  done  this  week, 
without  the  allay  this  body  of  fin  and  death  brings 
with  it,  and  with  one  heart  and  one  voice,  join 

with 
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with  the  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand,  who  fur- 
round  his  throne,  finging  glory,  honour,  praife, 
and  power  be  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever.  Jefus 
Chrift  is  our  Redeemer.  Hallelujah,  Amen, 

I  am,  &cfc 
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LETTER  III. 


My  dearejl  Friend , 


London,  Nov .  9,  1772. 


THOUGH  I  rent  off  a  letter  to  you  but  the 
night  before  laft,  I  have  taken  up  my  pen 
to  get  another  ready  for  you,  as  foon  as  1  have 
materials  enough  to  fill  a  convenient  quantity  of 
paper.  The  pleafure  you  tell  me  you  have  re¬ 
ceived,  by  the  account  of  the  former  opportuni¬ 
ties,  animates  me  to  attempt  fending  you  the  fub- 
ftance  of  thofe,  which,  through  God’s  goodnefs, 
I  am  now  enjoying.  In  dependence  upon  that 
blefled  promife,  under  the  influence  of  which  I 
wrote  my  laft  letter,  I  will  now  recollect  Mr. 
Piercy  s  laft-night’s  fermon  at  the  Tabernacle; 
but  firff,  I  muff  tell  you,  he  preached  at  Totten - 
ham-Court  Chapel  in  the  morning,  and  by  all  ac¬ 
counts  was  moft  uncommonly  delightful.  His 
text  was,  Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I 
give  unto  you  ;  not  as  the  world  giveth  give  I 
unto  you  ;  let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither 
Jet  it  be  afraid.”  I  was  not  there  ;  and  I  muff 
own,  though  I  heard  a  moft  excellent  difeourfe 
where  I  was,  I  have  repented  but  once ,  I  did  not 
prefer  Tottniham-Court  Chapel,  as  by  all  accounts 
Mr.  Piercy' s  was  moil  worthy  to  be  heard  and  re¬ 
lated. 
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lated.  On  Sunday  evening  he  preached  from 
Matth .  xiii.  9,  Ci  Who  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him 
hear.”  He  opened  his  text  by  faying,  he  thought 
it  implied,  that  naturally  we  had  no  ear  for  lpi- 
ritual  things  ;  that  we  had  a  carnal,  fenfual  ear, 
open  to  the  voice  of  praife,  to  the  found  of  every 
thing  that  could  delight  a  fenfual  heart  \  but  that 
our  ears  were  fhut  to  the  voice  of  God.  He  then 
fpokc  upon  the  parable  :  the  Lord  Jefus  called 
upon  all  that  had  ears  to  hear  ;  that  the  Lord 
Jefus  was  principally  meant  by  the  fewer,  and  in 
fubordination  to  him,  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  j 
that  the  feed  was  the  word  of  God  ;  that  God 
created  man  in  innocency ;  that  man  fell  from 
that  (fate  into  the  deepeft  guilt  and  mifery  ;  that 
the  Lord  provided  a  remedy  for  fallen  man,  in 
giving  his  Son  to  fulid  the  law  for  his  people,  and 
bear  their  curfe,  and  in  fending  the  Holy  Ghofl 
to  apply  this  falvation  to  their  hearts  :  this  was 
the  leed  to  be  fown.  The  nril  fort  of  hearers, 
were  characterifed  by  the  way-fide  my  which  our 
Lord  explains  to  be  thofe,  who  hear  the  word  and 
under  ft  and  it  not :  thefe  received  it  in  at  their 
ears,  and  may  be,  it  might  enter  into  their  heads, 
but  never  approached  their  hearts  ;  they  never 
felt  their  need  of  ChrifPs  falvation,  cr  ever  expe¬ 
rienced  its  power,  or  tailed  the  love  of  God  to 
their  fouls  :  therefore,  the  wicked  One  came  and 
took  the  word  out  of  their  head  :  that  the  devil 
made  ui'e  of  the  people  of  the  world  to  this  end, 
who  were  charahle  riled  by  the  fowls  of  the  air. 
As  he  went  on.  explaining  the  different  kind  of 

ii  6  hearers. 
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hearers,  he  applied  it  moil  faithfully  to  every¬ 
one’s  heart,  requeuing  us  folemnly  to  alk  our 
own  hearts,  feverally,  if  we  were  only  way-fide 
hearers. 

The  fecond  fort,  were  thofe  who  received  the 
Word  into  flony-ground,  where  they  had  not  much 
earth,  &c.  which  our  Lord  explains  to  be  him 
that  heareth  the  word,  and  anon  with  joy  rcceiveth 
it ;  but  that  tribulation.  Sic,  Fie  explained  this,, 
by  giving  the  character  of  a  contrary  fet  of  peo¬ 
ple,  who  had  their  hearts  broken,  and  quoted 
thefe  two  paffages  out  of  Jeremiah  and  Hofea ; 

Break  up  your  fallow  ground,  and  fow  not 
among  thorns and  that  fweet  one  in  Hofea , 

Break  up  your  fallow  ground,  for  it  is  time  to 
feek  the  Lord,  till  he  come  and  rain  righteouf- 
nefs  upon  you.”  He  faid,  the  flony-ground 
hearers  were  thofe,  whofe  hearts  had  never  been 
broken  ;  they  never  had  experienced  Chrifl’s  pre- 
cioufnefs  ;  therefore  were  ready  to  give  him  up„ 
whenfoever  he  flood  in  the  way  of  their  worldly 
eafe,  pleafure,  or  profit.  He  moll  awfully  took 
notice,  that  thefe  hearers  went  fo  far  as  to  receive 
the  word  with  joy  ’  that  we  might  go  very  far 
in  delighting  to  hear  the  word  of  God,  efpecially 
if  preacned  fmoothly,  and  by  a  pleaiing  preacher  $ 
we  might  even  highly  commend  God’s  miniflers 
and  people  ;  yet,  if  we  had  not  experienced  enough 
of  thrift's  precioufnefs,  to  prefer  him  above  all 
our  fms,  our  eafe,  our  darling  lulls  ;  if  we  did 
not  glory  m  the  crofs,  and  chearfully  fuffer  tri¬ 
bulation  and  perfection,  we  were  but  flony- 

ground 
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ground  hearers.  He  again  examined  its  clolely, 
how  much  we  knew  of  this  matter ;  urging  us* 
if  we  had  been  ftony-ground  hearers  hitherto,  we 
might  no  longer  deceive  ourfelves  in  that  impor¬ 
tant  point.  The  third  fort  are  thofe,  who  receive 
the  word  in  thorny-ground  ;  which  our  Lord  ex¬ 
plains  to  be  thofe,  who  hear,  and  the  cares  of 
this  world,  &c.  choke  the  word,  and  it  becometh! 
unfruitful.  Here  he  was  moft  particularly  fine 
and  heart- fearching  ;  thefe,  he  faid,  were  fucb, 
who  heard  the  word  conftantly,  might  be  looked 
upon  as  the  greateft  of  faints,  when  at  church,  and 
among  the  people  of  God  ;  but  when  you  come  to 
examine  their  lives  and  converfation  at  home, 
were  devils  incarnate.  He  very  clearly  explained 
the  falfe  reafoning  of  thofe,  who  pleaded  the  pro¬ 
viding  for  their  families,  as  an  excufe  for  the  ne- 
gledf  of  the  one  thing  needful,  when  they  pleaded 
that  fcripture  for  their  purpofe,  “  He  that  pro- 
videth  not  for  his  own  houfe,  is  worfe  than  an  in¬ 
fidel.”  He  explained  to  them  the  difference,  be¬ 
tween  being  fo  taken  up  with  the  cares  of  the 
world,  as  to  negledf  the  concern  of  their  fouls* 
and  the  providing  for  their  families  in  a  chrilfian 
fpirit  :  it  was  not  fhewing  them  great  love  to 
provide  as  they  would  for  their  horfes  and  dogs, 
and  to  be  totally  unconcerned  for  their  eternal  in- 
terefL  He  then  earneftly  defired  us  in  our  feveral 
ftations  to  examine  ourfelves,  how  far  our  relio-ion 
influenced  our  hearts  and  lives  ;  to  fee,  that  while 
we  were  following  the  minifters  about  from  place 
to  place,  may  be  year  after  year,  we  were  not 
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imjuft  in  our  dealings,  a  lion  in  our  families, 
fr  an  tick  among  our  fervants  ;  if  while  we  de¬ 
lighted  to  be  held  in  eheem  among  the  eminent 
fervants  of  God,  we  did  not  look  down  with  con¬ 
tempt  on  the  poor  and  weak  children  of  God  ;  not 
counting  them  worthy  to  be  fet  with  the  dogs  of 
our  flocK  :  in  fhort,  if  we  could  fay  with  St.  Paul, 
“  I  am  crucified  with  Chrift  and  “  the  life 
1  now  live,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God  if  we  had  made  an  unreferved  furrender  of 

ourfelves  to  Jefus,  to  follow  the  Lamb  whithcr- 
foever  he  went,  bearing  our  crofs.  He  warned 
us  againft  being  guilty  of  keeping  the  accurfed 
th  in  our  hearts.  He  then  fpoke  to  thofe 
happy  few  who,  as  it  is  faid  in  another  part  of  the 
Bible,  in  an  honejt  and  good  heart  receive  the 
V/oid  of  God,  and  bring  forth  fruit,  & c.  He 
faid,  the  fcripture  account  of  every  heart  of  man 
by  nature  was,  that  t£  they  were  deceitful  above 
all  things  and  defperately  wicked  j”  that  the  ex- 
preffion  here  meant,  that  principle  of  grace  God 
implants  in  the  hearts  of  his  chofen,  which  he 
fees  and  honours  j  thefe  were  illuminated  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  and  hear  the  word  and  underhand 
it ;  and  receiving  it  in  the  love  and  power  of  it, 
bring  forth  fruit  in  their  different  proportion  ;  but 
all  fome,  to  prove  the  word  received  in  their 
hearts.  He  enumerated  the  different  mefiages  he 
had  from  God,  to  thofe  who  had  ears  to  hcar„ 
according  to  their  different  hates  :  to  the  mourners, 
the  word  of  encouragement  the  Lord  had  fpoken 
to  them,  to  engage  them  to  feek  him  to  the 
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backfliders,  to  encourage  them  to  return  ;  and  to 
the  three  firft  fort  of  hearers,  the  threatnings  God 
diad  denounced  againft  them  ;  as  well  as  to  the 
carelefs  fouls,  who  had  never  thought  about  the 
matter ;  and  to  the  people  of  God,  that  they 
were  careful  to  bring  forth  fruit  according  to  the 
grace  given  them,  to  the  glory  and  praife  of  their 
heavenly  Father.  May  you  and  I,  my  deareft 
friend,  evidence  by  our  fruits,  we  have  been 
among  the  laft  happy  number  of  hearers.  Adieu  ! 

Wednesday.  Before  1  attempt  recollecting  any 
of  the  yeflerday^s  fermon,  I  muff  hrft,  if  I  can, 
give  you  fome  idea  of  the  ftatc  of  the  preacher. 
You  muff  know,  as  the  time  draws  near,  he  has 
flittered  much  from  the  thoughts  of  parting  with 
fo  many  congregations,  among  whom  he  has 
been  fo  greatly  biefTed,  (and  with  whom  he  has 
enjoyed  fweet  communion  with  God)  particu¬ 
larly  the  congregation  at  Woolwich ,  which  was  of 
his  own  planting.  It  is  vifible  by  the  alteration 
of  his  countenance,  how  much  he  has  felt  this  ; 
and  to  add  to  all,  he  has  great  affe&ion  for  his 
family,  and  they  for  him  ;  particularly  his  mo¬ 
ther,  whofe  darling  he  is,  and  to  whom  he  re¬ 
turns  an  equal  fhare  of  affection.  About  an  hour 
before  he  was  to  preach,  they  came  up  to  London , 
to  take  their  laft  fiaht  of  him  ;  his  mother’s  heart 
alrnolt  broken.  Think,  my  friend,  what  a  cut- 
tin  o-  trial  this  was.  However,  with  his  heart  as 
full  as  it  could  hold,  with  all  thefe  forrows  did 
this  poor,  tried  foul  get  up  into  the  pulpit  to  preach 
from  thefe  words,  u  Becaufe  I  have  faid  thefe 

things 
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things  unto  you,  forrow  hath  filled  your  hearts.” 
He  was  amazingly  fupported  during  the  time  he 
was  preaching,  confidering  the  low  ftate  his  {pi¬ 
nts  were  in  ;  but  his  own  heart  being  fo  broken, 
fpread  a  foftnefs  over  his  whole  difcourfe,  that 
made  it  uncommonly  affeCting.  He  opened  his 
difcourfe  with  David’s  reflexion,  upon  feeing 
the  ungodly  in  fuch  profperity,  not  liable  to  the 
afflictions  of  the  people  of  God,  till  he  threw 
afide  the  veil,  and  taking  as  it  were  a  peep  into 
the  other  world,  and  beholding  the  glory  of 
God’s  people,  and  the  mifery  of  the  others,  it 
immediately  filenced  his  murmurings,  and  made 
him  chearfully  acquiefce  in  the  divine  will.  He 
fpoke  of  the  various  caufes  of  forrow  the  Lord 
mentioned  to  his  difciples  ;  the  perfecutions  they 
would  fuffer  from  men,  and  the  lofs  of  his  perfo- 
nal  prefence  vifibly  to  fupport  them  :  that  the 
church  of  God  had  the  fame  trials  to  go  through  in 
all  ages  ;  and  that  word  of  God  muft  be  fulfilled, 
which  fays,  “  Through  much  tribulation  we 
muft  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God they  could 
know  nothing  of  the  divine  life,  who  had  never 
experienced  any.  tribulation  in  their  walk.  He 
brought  in  moft  fweetly  that  text  of  the  Revela¬ 
tions,  defcribing  thofe  who  walked  in  white  robes, 
and  had  palms  in  their  hands  ;  “  Thefe  are  they 
who  come  out  of  great  tribulations ,  See.”  Pie 
mentioned  the  feveral  ways  the  Lord  Jefus  fpoke 
to  the  foul,  which  filled  the  heart  with  forrow ; 
when  he  fpoke  convidfion,  fhewing  them  the  fin 
of  their  nature,  their  heart  and  life :  in  fuch  a 
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proportion  as  convidtion  fattened  upon  the  foul,  * 
in  fuch  a  degree,  forrow  would  fill  the  heart ; 
he  exhorted  us  to  examine  if  we  had  ever  felt 
any  of  this  forrow ;  for  if  we  had  not,  the  Lord 
had  never  fpoken  to  us.  The  Lord  alfo  fpoke  in 
the  voice  of  the  law,  when  that  took  hold  of  the 
confcience,  fhewing  the  foul  how  grievoufiy  he 
had  tran fg refled  it,  and  what  an  awful  curfe  it 
denounced  againfl  him,  when  the  devil  hacked 
thefe  accufations,  telling  the  poor  foul  he  had 
out-finned  the  mercy  and  grace  of  God,  then  in¬ 
deed  forrow  filled  the  heart.  The  foul  in  fuch  a 
Hate  was  always  ready  to  think  the  Lord  fpake  in 
anger,  but  it  was  far  otherwife ;  all  this  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  break  down  our  hearts,  and  bring  us 
to  Jefus,  to  whom  we  never  fliould  come,  until 
we  were  driven  from  every  other  refuge  we  could 
poflibly  devife  ;  and  fweetly  did  he  fpeak  of  the 
gracious  revelation  the  Lord  would  make  of  him- 
felf  to  the  heart  of  fuch  a  poor  finner,  “  the 
Lord,  gracious  and  merciful*  pardoning  iniquity, 
tranfgrefllon  and  fin.”  He  next  fpoke  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  paths  the  Lord  might  lead  the  believer 
into,  when  he  had  made  him  willing  to  take  up 
his  crofs  and  follow  him  whitherfoever  he  went ; 
may  be  the  Lord  might  fee  it  neceflary,  in  order 
to  purge  our  drofs,  to  lead  us  into  the  furnace  of 
affliction,  nay,  may  be  from  one  afflidtion  into 
another,  that  forrow  filled  our  hearts.  When  Jefus* 
fpoke  to  us  in  thefe  afflicting  difpenfations  ;  feme- 
times  we  are  called  to  follow  him  in  the  paths  of  de-~ 
fertion,  when  darknefs  furrounds  us,  and  we  hardly 
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lenow  which  way  to  take,  and  the  way  that  lay 
before  us  v/as  hedged  up  with  briars  and  thorns. 
Cinder  the  power  of  indwelling  fin,  how  often 
did  forrow  dll  our  hearts,  when  we  found  cor¬ 
ruptions  drong  in  us,  and  we  were  ready  to  fay, 
“  we  fhould  one  day  perifh  by  the  hand  of  our 
enemies but  he  comforted  us  with  that  precious 
pronuie,  u  that  we  fhall  be  made  more  than  con¬ 
querors  through  him  that  loved  us.5’  He  then 
proceeded  to  fpeak  of  the  glorious  confolations 
(*od  had  provided  for  us  under  all  thefe  forrows  * 
the  fpi ritual  prefence  of  Jefus,  the  Holy  Ghoft 
the  Comforter,  who  would  be  with  us  to  the  end  ; 
the  promifes  the  Bible  is  full  of  to  thefe  mourners 
in  Zion ,  and  the  immutability  of  them.  Ide  fpoke 
comfort  to  thofe  who  were  under  any  providential 
afHidlion,  and  enumerated  feveral,  particularly, 
fuch  as  parting  with  our  dear  friends  ;  he  faid, 
with  this  burthen  upon  his  heart,  he  had  fpoken 
to  them  on  this  occaiion,  as  he  was  about  to  leave 
them,  to  carry  the  gofpel  into  America .  He  took 
a  moll  affedting  leave  of  that  congregation,  re¬ 
turning  them  many  thanks  for  their  prayers,  and 
the  love  they  had  fhewn  him  ;  he  begged  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  their  prayers,  fetting  before  them  the 
greatnefs  ol  the  work  he  was  entering  into,  and 
his  own  youth  and  inexperience  ;  he  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  that  happy  time,  when  we  fhall  meet  in 
hea/en,  where  wtT  fhall  have  no  more  forrowful 
partings  ;  the  view  of  this,  on  which  he  fpoke 
mod  fweetly,  (though  I  cannot  relate  what  he 
Paid)  fee  tiled  to  me  to  animate  his  own  heart,  fo 

that 


[  43  1 

that  while  he  was  fpeaking  on  that  fubjedf,  he 
appeared  to  forget,  for  a  little  while,  his  own 
grief.  He  ended  with  an  awful  word  to  thofe  who 
remained  in  their  natural  ftate,  intreating  them, 
that  he  might  not  fee  them  on  the  left-hand 
among  the  goats,  and  appear  as  a  witnefs  againff 
them  ;  that  he  had  given  them  this  folemn  warn¬ 
ing  ;  but  if  there  were  any  whofe  hearts  were  im- 
prefifed  with  what  they  had  heard,  he  earneftly 
invited  them  to  come  to  Jefus,  whofe  arms  were 
extended  wide  to  receive  them,  and  who  never 
calf  out  any  that  came  to  him.  He  commended 
us  all  to  God,  alluring  the  congregation,  he 
fhould  bear  them  upon  his  heart  before  God  in 
prayer.  You  may  believe,  this  difeourfe  of  Mr. 
Piercy  s  fent  his  congregation  home  with  almoft 
as  broken  hearts  as  himfelf ;  there  was  not  a  dry 
eye  in  the  Chapel,  and  many  were  affected  even 
to  fobbing ;  my  heart  bleeds  for  him,  as  well  as 
for  his  mourning  friends.  The  Holy  Ghoft,  the 
Comforter,  will,  I  hope,  be  with  him  to  the  end 
of  his  work,  until  he  fhall  come  to  receive  the 
reward  of  it,  and  fhine  as  a  ftar  in  the  firmament 
for  ever.  Sure,  my  dearelt  friend,  this  is  a  ftrong 
proof  of  what  the  power  of  the  love  of  Chriit 
can  work  in  a  heart  won  over  by  its  fweetnefs, 
and  I  fhould  think  mult  be  a  comfortable  addi¬ 
tional  teftimony  that  the  Lord  Jefus  reigns  there, 
triumphing  over  every  earthly  attachment,  and 
that  flrongefl  of  all  attachments,  lelf.  I  hope 
(indeed  I  do  not  doubt)  the  Lord  will  give  him 

many  fouls  in  the  land  whither  he  is  going,  and 

when 
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when  flioals  of  people  are  flocking  after  him, 
iaying,  “  Whither  is  the  beloved  gone,  that  we 
way  fee  him  with  thee  ?”  They  may  comfort  him 
•tor  thole  he  has  left  behind,  and  be  a  glorious 
evidence,  that  with  finglenefs  of  eye  and  a  faith¬ 
ful  heart,  he  has  followed  the  Lamb  whitherfo- 
tveHie  went,  be  the  path  ever  fo  thorny. 

'  T'n:rfiay-  1  efterday  evening  we  went  to  the 
i  abernacle,  where  Mr.  Piercy  preached  his  laft 
icrmon,  and  took  his  leave  of  the  congregation 
tnere.  He  preached  from  the  xxth  of  the  Acts 
and  the  32d  verfe ;  “  And  now,  brethren,  I  com¬ 
mend  you  to  God,  and  the  word  of  his  grace 
which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you 
an  inheritance  among  them  which  are  fandtified.” 
He  began  his  difeourfe  by  relating  the  flute  which 
the  city  o (  Ephefus  was  in,  when  the  providence 
of  God  brought  the  apoflle  Paul  there ,  which 
was  worfhipping  Diana  the  goddefs  of  the  Ephe- 
f‘ans ,  antl  wholly  given  up  to  idolatry.  He  re¬ 
ferred  us  (I  alfo  refer  you)  to  the  chapter  whence 
his  text  was  taken,  where  you  will  find  recorded, 
the  Iabouis  the  apoflle  had  wrought  among  them, 
and  the  great  love  he  Ihewed  them  ;  as  a  proof 
of  which,  in  the  text,  when  he  was  taking  his 
leave  of  them,  he  recommends  them  to  God,  as 
the  friend  under  whofe  protection  he  could  molt 
cnearfuliy  leave  them.  Were  he  to  commend  them 
to  any  creature,  all  friendfhip  that  was  human 
was  fallible,  death  might  fnatch  them  away,  their 
power  of  ufefulnefs  might  fail,  or  their  friend- 
flip  might  abate,  but  God  s  power  and  love  were 

unchangeable. 
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unchangeable.  He  commends  them  to  the  word 
of  his  grace,  which  he  faid  might  imply,  not 
only  the  gofpel  word,  but  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  in  the  word  of  his  grace  is  revealed  as  the 
Eternal  Word,  the  wifdom  of  the  Father.  He 
mentioned  the  bleflings  the  apoftle  wifhed  them 
to  enjoy  from  the  care  of  their  heavenly  Father ; 
and  being  commended  to  the  word  of  his  grace, 
he  left  them  babes  in  Chrift.  He  commended 
-them  to  God,  to  be  built  up  in  the  faith,  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  inheritance  of  grace  and  glory  among 
them  who  are  feparated  by  the  eternal  and  elect¬ 
ing  love  of  God,  to  be  vefiels  of  holinefs.  As 
he  felt  the  fame  love  for  them  the  apoftle  had 
done  for  thofe  among  whom  he  had  laboured, 
and  was  going  to  take  his  leave  of  them,  in  all 
probability  for  ever,  he  would  give  them  the  fame 
teftimony  of  his  love,  by  commending  them  to 
God  ;  which  he  did,  by  fpecifying  particularly 
every  ftcate  each  foul  in  that  congregation  could 
poftibly  be  in,  the  babes,  young  men,  and  fathers 
in  Chrift ;  thofe  in  a  ftate  of  temptation,  back- 
ftiders,  under  the  power  of  corruption,  under  the 
workings  of  unbelief,  in  a  formal  pharifaical  ftate, 
in  a  ftate  of  carnal  fecurity ;  in  all  thefe  fttua- 
tions,  what  could  he  do  for  us,  but  commend  us 
to  God,  who  from  the  word  of  his  g:ace,  he 
proved,  was  both  able  and  willing  to  help  us. 
To  two  of  thefe  particular  ftates,  his  words  I 
thought  fo  peculiarly  precious,  that  I  will  try  to 
relate  them,  which  muft  ferve  to  give  you  tome 
idea  of  the  reft,  which  my  bad  head  and  worfe 
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heart  could  not  retain  fufhciently,  to  give  you  a 
particular  account  of ;  the  one  was  to  backfliders  ; 
he  faid,  I  will  commend  you  to  God  ;  why,  be- 
caufe  he  loves  prodigals ;  when  his  poor  prodigal 
foil  had  departed  from  him,  and  gone  and  lived 
among,  and  fed  upon  hulks  with  fwine,  when  he 
faw  him  afar  oft,  he  ran  and  met  him,  and  fell 
on  his  neck  and  killed  him ;  and  to  the  word  of 
his  grace,  becaufe  it  fays,  “  Return,  return  unto 
me,  ye  backflidmg  children,  I  will  heal  your 
backflidings.”  The  other  was  to  poor  trembling 
finners,  who  earnefUy  wilhed  to  come  to  Jefus, 
but  through  the  weaknefs  of  their  faith  could 
not ;  thefe  he  commended  to  God,  as  the  lambs 
of  the  flock,  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  be¬ 
caufe  he  faid,  cc  he  would  carry  the  lambs  in  his 
bofom.”  1  here  being  a  corpfe  brought  in,  whofe 
foul  had  departed  happy,  in  commending  the  un¬ 
converted  young  people  to  God,  he  dire&ed  their 
attention  to  that  fight,  warning  them,  how  un¬ 
certain  the  time  was,  when  their  bodies  might 
be  in  that  fttuation,  may  be,  ere  another  fun 
aroie ;  and  earneftjy  begging  them  to  take  the 
fame  thought  abouvt  their  foul  the  departed  faint 
had  done,  telling  them,  in  order  to  imprefs  it 
more  upon  their  minds,  Ihe  had  been  herfelf  a 
hearer  but  the  laft  Lord’s-day  fortnight. 

Adr.  Piercy  is  gone  this  evening  to  take  his 
leave  of  the  congregation  at  Woolwich .  Should 
the  Lord  vouchfafe  us  a  dry  day,  he  takes  his 
leave  of  all  his  London  friends  upon  Power- Hill. 

It  that  is- the  cafe,  you  certainly  (hall  have  as  good 
5  an 
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an  account  of  it  as  I  fhall  be  enabled  to  fend. 
Thefe  frequent  leave-takings  are  very  trying  to 
his  fpirits  :  the  Lord  will,  1  hope,  blefs  the  word 
to  his  own  heart,  and  caufe  it  to  be  a  fupport  to 
his  mind  ;  though  fuch  frequent  preachings  mull 
exhauft  his  natural  ftrength.  If  thefe  fragments  of 
the  fermons  that  the  Lord  has  enabled  me  to  pick 
up,  fhould  afford  nourifhment  to  your  foul,  I 
lhall  receive  a  great  additional  happinefs  to  what  I 
have  enjoyed,  in  being  fo  plentifully  fed  by  the 
word  of  God,  from  the  mouth  of  his  minifters. 

Friday  evening.  The  Lord  has  caufed  his  fun 
to  fhine  moil  glorioufly  upon  us  this  morning  at 
Tower-HilL  where  was  a  numerous  cono;reo;ation  ; 
and  what  was  yet  more  worthy  of  praife,  the  Sun 
of  Righteoufnefs  arofe  upon  us,  caufing  the 
hearts  of  fmners  to  melt  at  his  word,  which  Mr. 
Peircy  fpoke  from,  being  the  viith  of  Luke ,  “  He 
fa  id  to  the  woman,  Thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee.” 
He  began  by  fhewing  what  fin  is  ;  that  it  is  the 
tranfo-reflion  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God  revealed 

O 

in  the  ten  commandments,  which  our  Lord  fums 
up  in  the  anfwer  he  gave  to  the  Lawyer,  who 
afked  him,  what  was  the  great  commandment  of 
the  law  ?  “  Thou  fhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart,  &c.”  If  we  had*not  kept  up 
to  the  purity  of  this  law  in  its  full  force,  being 
entirely  devoted  to  God  in  thought,  word,  and 
deed,  we  were  fmners ,  and  could  not  be  happy 
till  we  had  received  forgivenefs  of  fins.  He  ap¬ 
pealed  to  our  confciences,  if  we  had  not  over  and 
over  proved  the  enmity  of  our  carnal  mind,  by  a 

life 
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.life  and  convention  dire&ly  oppofite  to  this  holy 
•  law  of  God  :  he  faid,  that  God  could  not  forgive 
fins  but  in  a  way  confident  with  his  holinefs  and 
Juft ice ;  therefore  the  Lord  Jefus  had  fatisfied  his 
juft  ice,  by  {landing  in  our  law-place,  and  bearing 
.  the  moil  righteous  vengeance  of  God  in  our  ftead  ; 
that  he  had  wrought  out  a  moft  compleat  righte- 
oufnefs,  wherein  we  might  ftand  accepted  before 
the  bather.  He  fpoke  very  finely  on  the  vifit 
our  Lord  made  to  the  Pharifee,  as  it  is  related  in 
that  beautiful  portion  of  feripture,  from  whence 
his  text  was  taken  ;  on  the  offence  this  righteous 
* Simon  took,  at  Jelus's  luffering  this  poor  weepino- 
finner  to  lay  at  his  feet,  exprefting  her  penitence 
and  love  ;  and  on  the  convidfion  the  Lord  fpake 
to  him  in  the  parable  of  the  debtor  and  creditor. 
-He  proved  from  his  text,  that  Jefus  did  give  poor 
finners  to  know  their  fins  are  now  forgiven,  not 
that  they  might  be  forgiven  at  the  hour  of  death, 
or  afterwards  ;  but  that  as  hire  as  the  malefadfor 
kneiv  when  he  received  his  pardon,  he  was  deli- 
•  vered  from  condemnation, To  furely  the  Lord  would 
give  the  finner  to  know  his  fins  are  forgiven  him, 
and  give  him  to  enjoy  and  live  upon  the  fweet 
experience  of  pardoning  grace  in  his  heart.  He 
then  enlarged  upon  the  fulnefs ,  freenefs ,  and  glory 
of  thc  Talvation  beftowed  upon  all  thofe  whofe 
fins  are  forgiven.  He  took  his  leave  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,  by  earneftly  inviting  all  thofe  who 
were  ftill  -under  the  curfe  of  the  law,  to  come  to 
Jefus,  that  their  fins  might  be  forgiven  ;  warning 
them  not  to  put  oft'  their  repentance  till  death, 
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left  they  might  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  call 
upon  God ;  relating  to  them  two  moft  ftriking 
inftances  of  daring  finners  whom  God  had  taken 
oft'  with  a  ftroke  in  the  midft  of  their  blafphemies 
and  curfes.  He  encouraged  thofe  who  kept  back, 
by  reafon  of  the  greatnefs  of  their  fin,  to  come  to 
Jefus,  from  the  confideration  that  Jefus  came  to 
fave  the  chief  of  finners  ;  that  he  came  not  to  call 
the  righteous  but  finners :  he  therefore  invited 
them  to  come,  juft  as  they  were;  for  if  they 
meant  to  ftay  till  they  had  mended  themfelves,  or 
got  new  hearts,  they  might  ftay  till  they  eternally 
perifhed  in  remedilefs  farrow.*-"-— - — This,  my  dear 
friend,  is  the  fubftance  of  Mr .  Pieny’s  laft  mef- 
fage  from  God  on  Tower-Hill.  If  one  may  judge 
by  tears  flowing  plentifully,  it  reached  the  hearts 
of  many.  This  muft  be  faid,  never  were  finners 
more  earneftly  invited,  or  the  love  and  companion 
of  Him ,  who  receiveth  finners,  more  power¬ 
fully  or  evangelically  fet  forth.  Had  not  heart¬ 
felt  experience  convinced  me,  that  the  ftubbori* 
heart  of  man  will  bow  down  to  no  human  argu¬ 
ments,  though  offered  with  ever  fa  much  power 
and  love,  I  fhould  be  ready  to  judge  it  quite  im- 
poflible  for  the  moft  hardened  linner  to  ftand  out 
againft  the  crucified  Saviour,  who  has  been  offered 
to  them  to-day  as  their  friend,  their  brother,  their 
bridegroom,  their  All .  O  !  may  the  Lord  reveal 
his  mighty  arm,  caufing  all  thofe  who  have  heard 
the  report  to  believe  it,  to  the  everlafting  falvation 
of  their  fouls. 
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Sunday .  My  friend,  I  am  this  moment  re¬ 
turned  from  hearing  Mr.  Piercf  s  laft  fermon,  and 
receiving  his  parting  blefiing  ;  and  oh  !  that  my 
heart  may  never  lofe  the  favour  of  it  all  my  days  I 
I  think  I  never  heard  fo  fine  a  difcourfein  my  life  : 
liis  text  was,  w  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chriil:,  and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  communion 
of  the  Holy  Gholf,  be  with  you  all.  Amen.'** 
He  began  by  calling  to  mind  our  ftate  in  this  life; 
that  we  were  all  candidates  for  eternity,  whi^Ji 
muff  be  fpent  either  in  the  moft  glorious  happinefs, 
or  in  the  deeped  mifery  :  from  this  consideration 
he  exhorted  us  with  the  Apoitle  in  the  5th  verfe 
of  the  chapter,  to  examine  ourfelves  whether  we 
were  in  the  faith,  in  that  faith  emphatically  called, 
44  the  faith  of  God’s  eledf,  the  faith  which  over* 
comes  the  world,  which  purifies  the  heart,  which 
Worketffby  love  ;”  if  we  were,  Chrifl  dwelt  in 
us,  and  we  in  him  ;  he  dwelt  in  us  by  his  Spirit, 
he  was  the  hope  of  glory  in  us,  he  was  the 
drength  of  our  heart  and  our  portion,  without 
we  were  reprobates,  unfound,  and  unapproved, 
rotten  in  heart  before  God,  and  only  outfide  pro- 
fefi'ors.  He  then  took  up  the  words  of  the  Apo- 
ftle  in  the  nth  verfe,  44  Be  perfect  ;”  viz.  be 
fincere  and  upright,  without  any  allowed  guile  ; 
44  be  of  good  comfort,”  feek  to  abound  much  in 
the  confolationS  of  the  Lord;  4t  be  of  one  mind,” 
as  much  as  pofiible,  be  of  the  fame  principles  in 
doctrine  ;  as  far  as  you  have  attained,  walk  in  the 
fame  path,  feek  to  experience  the  fame  blefiings, 
44  live  in  peace.”  He  then  fpoke  to  the  words  of 
2  his 
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his  text,  of  the  various  meanings  grace  has  in  1 

different  parts  of  the  Bible ;  but  that  here  it  <  'I 


certainly  meant  that  fulnefs  of  grace,  which  dwelt 
in  the  Lord  Jefus  from  before  the  world  beo-an, 
and  manifefted  itfelf  in  the  srreat  work  of  nnr  fnl_ 


C  52  J 

L  '  • 

lying,  perfevering,  glorifying  love  ;  that  this 

love  was  ratified  to  us  by  the  oath  of  Jehovah, 
and  fealed  to  us  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ;  it  was^ 
love  which  caufed  him  to  give  up  his  beloved  Son 
out  of  bis  bofom,  to  fuffer  for  us,  that  we  might 
be  blefied  to  all  eternity.  O  what  manner  of  love 
was  this  !  there  could  be  nothing  on  earth  brought 
in  comparifon  with  it.  Who  of  us^  to  fave  our 
friend,  would  give  up  our  darling  fon,  our  be¬ 
loved  IfaaC)  to  be  cruelly  mangled  and  torment¬ 
ed  j  but  even  could  this  be  found,  it  would  give 
us  no  idea  of  the  love  of  God,  who  had  given  up 
his  Son  to  die,  not  for  friends,  but  for  bafe  re¬ 
bellious  fmners,  who  had  nothing  in  them  to  en¬ 
gage  companion  or  excite  pity ;  this  was  the  love 
he  wifhed  to  be  with  us  :  cc  And  the  communion 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,”  without  which  12ft  bleffing, 
we  could  enjoy  neither  of  the  former ;  the  Holy 
Ghoft  glorified  Jefus,  and  teflified  of  him  to  our 
hearts,  in  all  his  offices  ;  that  he  (hed  abroad  the 
love  of  God  in  our  hearts ;  that  we  could  have 
no  communion  with  God,  but  through  him  ;  by 
him  we  have  fellowfhip  with  the  Father,  and  the 
Son  ;  he  is  a  Spirit  of  prayer  ;  he  makes  intercef- 
fion  for  us.  7" h rough  thefe  particular  heads,  he, 
as  ufual,  brought  the  word  clofe  to  our  hearts, 
reminding  us  of  the  apoftle’s  exhortation,  “  ex¬ 
amine  yourfelves,  &c.”  He  fet  forth  to  us,  how 
dreadful  was  our  ftate,  if  we  have  nothing  of 
thefe  bleffings ;  that  we  were  of  all  other  crea¬ 
tures  moft  accurfed  ;  wc  could  not  die  as  a  bea% 
infenfible  to  happineft  or  mifery  after  death,  but 
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had  immortal  fouls,  that  mud  cither  experience 
thefe  bleffings,  or  be  miferable  to  all  eternity ; 
that  we  flood  upon  the  verge  of  it,  not  knowing 
how  foon  we  might  be  called  away.  He  faid, 
he  could  not  bear  to  denounce  curfes  againd 
them  the  lafl  opportunity  he  fhould  have  of 
fpeaking  to  them  (and  indeed,  the  fenfibility  with 
which  he  fpake,.  was  a  diffident  proof  of  his 
fmcerity)  but  that  he  mud  be  faithful  :  how  could’ 
he  face  them  in  a  judgment-day,  if  he  was  guilty, 
of  their  blood  ?  He  preffed  the  unconverted  peo¬ 
ple,  of  all  ranks,  to  come  to  Jefus  for  the  pre¬ 
cious  bleffings  he  had  been  fpeaking  of  ;  he  told 
them  of  his  confeffion,  who  dood  ready  with  open 
arms  to  receive  them ;  he  afked  what  could  have 
been  done  more  for  them  than  the  Lord  Jefus  had 
done,  he  had  lived  for  them,  differed,  died  for. 
them,  laid  in  the  grave,  rrfen  and  safeended  for 
them,  intercedes  for  them,  and  earned]  y. untreated 
them  to  forfake  their- fins,  which  could  not  profit 
them  ;  that  there  was  no  earthly  comfort  or  plea- 
fure  that  had  not  a  bitter,  mixed  in  the  cup,  and 
begged  they  might  not  be  preferred  before  Chrid. 
He.then  fpoke  fo  delightfully  to  the  mourners  in 
who  wifhed  to  experience  thefe  bleffings, 
that  I  would  give  the  world  to  remember  every 
word ;  but  though  to  this  moment  I  feel  it  to 
my  very  heart,  I  cannot  diged  it  in  my  head  as; 
I  could  widu  He  afked  them,  what  kept  them, 
from  coming  by  faith,  to  drink  out  of  the  amaz~ 
ing  ocean  of  rich,  free ,  foyer  eign  grace, .  when, 
they  were  fo  lovingly  invited  :  46  Ho  !  every  one; 
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that  thirfleth,  &c.”  Did  they  fay  they  were  un¬ 
worthy?  Jefus  received  the  unworthy.  Were  they 
afraid  becaufe  of  their  fins  r  Jefus  was  the  finner’s 
friend.  O  [  but  they  had  nothing  to  recommend 
them,  they  were  quite  empty  ;  in  him  all  fulnefs 
dwelt,  and  he  never  fent  any  empty  away.  Were 
they  afraid  becaufe  they  had  no  faith  ?  faith  was 
Jefus’s  gift,  and  he  never  refufed  any  that  afked. 
Were  they  afraid  of  death  ?  Jefus  would  fland  by 
them  in  that  trying  hour,  for  he  had  fwallowed 
up  death  in  vidtory.  Were  they  afraid  of  indwell¬ 
ing  fin  ?  Jefus  would  make  them  more  than  con¬ 
querors  over  their  enemies.  Were  they  afraid  of 
plunging  into  eternity  ?  angels  would  carry  them 
into  Abraham's  bofom.  Were  they  afraid  of  judg¬ 
ment  ?  Jefus  had  flood  in  their  place,  and  borne 
their  judgment  for  them.  He  remarked,  that  the 
apoftle  wifhed  thefe  bleflings  might  be  conferred7 
on  ally  without  partiality  to  any  of  fuperior  gifts- 
or  attainments,  but  to  the  meanell  and  weakeft 
of  all  Ch rift’s  members.  He  then  fpoke  mod 
fvveetly  upon  the  word  Amen ,  fo  let  it  be ;  pray¬ 
ing,  that  God  might  ratify  the  blefiing  which  he 
fb  kindly  pronounced  over  us  5  that  we  might  en¬ 
joy  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  the  love 
of  God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghoilv 
more  particularly  in  our  folemn  meetings  from 
time  to  time  in  that  place ;  that  we  might  bo 
b Idled  in  our  going  out,  and  in  our  coming  in.. 
He  again  earneflly  entreated  our  prayers  for  him- 
it  If,  that  he  might  have  a  fafe  voyage,  that  God 
would  manifeft  himfelf  a  God  of  the  feas  as  well 
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as  of  the  dry  lai$d  ;  that  the  Lord  would  give  Hint 
all  the  fouls  that  w,ere  in  the  (hip,  that  he  would 
land  him  fafe  on  the  American  jfhore,  and  prepare 
the  hearts  of  the  people  to  receive  him.  He 
prayed  to  God  moft  fervently  and  affe&ionately 
for  us  all,  particularly  for  the  managers  of  the 
Chapel,  and  for  Lady  Huntingdon ,  that  the  Lord 
would  blefs  the  work  in  her  hands,  and  preferve 
her  long  among  us,  as  an  ornament  to  her  pro- 
feifton,  and  an  honour  to  the  land  ;  Ahien^  fo  be 
it.  My  heart  replies  to  every  particular  of  his 
prayer;  but  I  mull:  join  with  it  my 'prayer  to 
God,  that  the  Lord  may  return  it  a  thoufand 
thoufand  fold  into  bis  own  hofom ;  may  his 
cup  run  over  with  every  blefling  he  prayed  for 
on  our  behalf!  To  every  trouble  that  may  arife 
in  his  own  heart  to  didurb  it,  may  the  Lord 
Jefus  fay,  “  Peace,  be  dill,”  as  well  as  to  the 
dormy  v/ind  and  temped  !  He  prayed  that  our 
hearts  might  be  kept  near  the  Lord,  and  that  we 
might  enjoy  much  of  his  prefence.  Oh  !  may 
God  fulfil  his  promife,  and  come  unto  him,  and 
make  his  abode  with  him ,  not  only  for  a  feafon,  but 
may  his  heart  be  the  conjlant  reftdence  of  the  T iune 
God  !  With  fuch  a  glorious  companion  as  this, 
I  will  defy  the  world  and  the  devil  to  didurb  his 
peace  and  joy.  I  will  therefore  now  leave  him, 
and  conclude  this  long  letter  :  yet  no twith hand¬ 
ing  its  prefent  length,  I  mud  take  leave  to  adorn, 
it  with  thefe  fweet  verfes  of  Mr.  Shirley's, 
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;  heavenly  freighted,  go ; 


QO,deffinM 

For  lo !  the  L  ord’s  ambafTadors  are  there; 
Faith  fits  at  helm,  and  Hope  attends  the  prow,. 
Whilft  tjioufands  fwell  the  fail  with  balmjr 


prayer. 
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Je*su$  thy  guardian  walks  the  briny  wave;,  • 

Or  on  the  whirlwind  rides,  or  rules  the  ftorm  : 
Hi$  eye  regards  thee,  vigilant  to  fave. 


T.ho’  danger  varies  its  terrific  form. 


Black”  gathering  tempefts,  aw’d  by  his  command,1 
Their  hideous  roar  in  lowly  murmurs  ceafe  : 
Whilft  o  ’er  the  monftrous  forge  he  waves  his  hand, 
Or  fpreads  the  filky  mantle  of  his  Peace . 


IV. 


The  Lord  of  elements  is  Lord  of  men  : 

He  ftills  the  menace  of  the  hoftile  mind: 

His  fervants  foon  as  the  glad  port  they  gain. 

In  hearts  prepar’d  fhall  friendly  welcome  find, 
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Lo! 


Lo  ?■  India's  tawny  foils  incline  the  eary 
And  paufe  attentive  to  the  facred  word  , 
Heralds  of  God  your  embafTy  declare  ; 
And  win  obedient  nations  to  the  Lord, 


Proclaim  the  Cr^/J,  his  banner  lifted  high, 

And  bid  a  guilty  world  find  refuge  there  : 

'So  fhall  the  praife  of  myriads  rend  the  fky, 

And  heaven  aqd  earth  the  mighty  bleflings  fhar®* 


VII. 


Gleams  the  glad  mom  ?  Arife,  O  King  of  Kings* 
AfTume,  exert  thine  univerfal  fway  ; 

T  ill  earth  fubdu’d,  its  willing  tribute  brings* 
And  diftant  regions  chearfully  obey* 


VIII. 


Then  big  with  conqueft,  bring  thy  glories  down  j 
Let  thofe  that  love  thy  name  thy  perfon  view 
Friends  of  thy  crofs,  they  foon  fhall  (hare  thy 
crown, 

In  peaceful  reft,  with  blifs  for  ever  new.. 
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In  page  3.  line  7.  from  the  bottom,  for  Saturday.- 

read  Sunday 
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